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NSW BOER WAR MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE  
OCCASIONAL NEWSLETTER  AUGUST 2010 

What happened in your town?   
 
  We promoted Boer War Day 2010 asking What is happen-

ing in your town? 

  Quite a lot happened in villages, towns and cities across 
the State of NSW, and in Western Australia, Victoria, Tas-
mania and Queensland. See “In the News” on our website 
which covers some of the remembrance ceremonies across 
the Nation. This was one of our aims, to make Australians 
aware of the service given by the 23,000 men and women 
who fought as either Colonial (State) or Australian Com-
monwealth troops. Local publicity about the ceremonies 
attracted many descendants, relatives or friends for the first 
time.  
  We believe that the turnout on Boer War Day 2010 dem-
onstrated to our politicians that we have widespread sup-
port for and interest in this first war in which we fought as 
a nation.  Our hope is that they will, in a bi-partisan way, 
recognise and give support to the broad public demand for 
a memorial in ANZAC Parade, Canberra, dedicated to all 
those Australian soldiers and nurses who served in South 
Africa 1899-1902. 
 
  We have again had good backing from the RSL and the 
Local Government Associations both in promoting Boer 
War Day and gaining feedback of where ceremonies were 
and were not held.  I am still receiving mail or emails daily 
from RSL sub branches, Councils and individuals on your 
ceremonies.  I would appreciate your reports with photos 
on what happened in your town. Many of the ceremonies 
were just a gathering of a few people; others were more 
formal but they all remembered those early Australians.  
 
  Given the widespread success of this year’s ceremonies 
we are asking that you get started early preparing for 2011. 
Boer War Day is now on the Premier’s list of commemora-
tion days and we thank the NSW State Government for this 
and their support in many ways. 
 
  The B W Memorial design competition process has now 
reached the stage where four outstanding entries have been 

selected to prepare more fully developed models.  It is 
hoped to have the final design selected and approved by the 
end of 2010. The competition is being conducted using the 
process required by the Federal Government. This has cost 
us most of the monies raised by your donations to date. 
  We welcome new or additional donations to keep the 
process going. As soon as the competition is declared – 
hopefully early in 2011 – we will commence the major 
fundraising project to construct the prize-winning design 
for our monument. 
 
 Please use the enclosed Reg-
istration form to register 
your BW veteran ancestor if 
you have not already done 
so.  Or give it to someone to 
register as a friend. 
 
 Congratulations to the 
NBWMA Victorian Com-
mittee on the first issue 
of their newsletter, pub-
lished on the website.  
 
 In our own newsletter 
the feature article is on the NSW Artillery’s ‘A Battery’ 
which fought in the Boer War and is still in service today. 
The SASA photo on this page reminds us of the last march 
of NSW Boer War veterans; see the story on page 6. Please 
share this newsletter with friends. We will send a copy to 
anyone interested in our project. 
 

Tony Larnach-Jones 

Chairman NSW Committee 

National Boer War Memorial Association 

PO Box 748 Mosman NSW 2088 
tony.larnach-jones@bwm.org.au 

 

Stop Press: Minister for Home Affairs, Brendan O’Con-
nor, has just extended the date for erection of a memorial 
on our ANZAC Parade site to 31 Dec 2013, which gives us 
a fighting chance! 

The South African Soldiers Association,  
forerunner of the RSL  

BOER WAR DAY WILL BE ON SUNDAY 29 MAY 2011.  START  PLANNING NOW. 
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Chairman: Tony Larnach-Jones    
tony.larnach-jones@bwm.org.au 
Secretary and Armour:  

Brian Walters    
brian.walters@bwm.org.au 
Descendants & Infantry:  
David Deasey 
david.deasey@bwm.org.au 
BW Memorials & Medical Corps: Dr Bill Molloy 
williammolloy@hotmail.com 
Nurses and Functions:  

Bernadette Mottram 
RSL: Dr Rod Bain  
Vietnam Veterans: Tony Fryer  
NSW North: Sheldon Maher   
Research and History: Les Perrett  
Museums: Ken Griffin  
Members:  

Hamish Grieve 
John Lenehan  
Paul Lenehan   
Monumentally Speaking Editor/Publicity:  

keith.smith@bwm.org.au 
 
Or write to any at  
NSW—NBWMA,  
Building 96,  
Victoria Barracks, 
Paddington  NSW 2021. 
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From local newspapers Ian Wood researched the mate-
rial for two books that he published in 2002 to corre-
spond with the Centenary of Peace in South Africa. Both 
are surtitled Transvaal – the Boer War 1899-1902.  
The first is Volunteers from Goulburn and Surrounding 

Districts, the second Volunteers from Queanbeyan and 

Surrounding Districts.  Ian’s research is comprehensive 
and meticulous. His work covers from the outbreak of 
the war to more than a year after it ended, thus including 
information on men who returned later, and on memori-
als erected in various towns post war. Invaluable to peo-
ple seeking family information of their BW ancestor vet-
erans from the greater Goulburn and Queanbeyan areas. 
A few copies still available at $8.50 posted, from Ian 
Wood, 38 Bainton Cres, Melba, ACT 2615. 
 
Vashti Farrer’s Walers go to war with illustrations by 
Sue O’Loughlin. In this delightful work for children 7-
12, Farrer traces the origin and development of the breed, 

its export to India for the British 
army in the nineteenth century, 
and its obvious choice to go with 
our troops to South Africa. Many 
more went when our troops 
needed remounts. The story ends 
with the Australian troops’ great-
est cavalry action, the charge at 
Beersheba on 31 October 1917.  
Available from Vashti Farrer, 
PO Box 490 Paddington NSW 
2021. 
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By the end of July 1900 there had gathered at a wagon 
staging post on a flat, hard, stony, 15 acre platform above 
the Elands River about 100 British army supply wagons 
filled with rations, fodder and other militaria required for 
an army in the field (but no ammunition) worth about 
£100,000. The post’s only buildings were a small telegraph 
office and an empty ammunition store.  
 
There were another 600 horses above those of the wagon 
teams. Most belonged to the troops guarding the various 
convoys, though some were remounts, others sick.  
 
The soldiers’ uniforms were an accidental mix of about 
280 Australian Bushmen – roughly half from NSW, half 
Queensland; 200 Rhodesians and about 30 others of the 
British army including some Western Australians, Victori-
ans and Tasmanians. There were also African bullock driv-
ers, labourers and servants as well as some 30 white South 
African loyalists being escorted to Cape Town.  

Several convoys attempted to escape but were mauled by 
the Boers, so returned to the Post. The Boer forces desper-
ately needed to capture the supplies for their own use. 
They surrounded the area with 5,000 men siting their artil-
lery high on nearby kopjes in easy range for their big guns 
and rifle fire. The siege began in earnest on 5 August and 
continued unrelentingly for 12 days. Boer guns destroyed 
all livestock, horses, mules and store cattle.  
 
It was here that Australians first earned the nickname 
“digger”. Despite the hardness of the rock and the lack of 
suitable picks, sledge hammers, crowbars and shovels the 
few former miners amongst them demonstrated that it was 
far better to dig trenches than to pile up rocks as a defen-
sive wall against both artillery bombardment and rifle fire. 
 
The wagons carried food but no water, so Lt Zouch, from 
Bungendore, and Lt Cope from Sydney, established a 
camp outside the area and close to the river. At night small 
parties crept down to the water, filled all sorts of contain-
ers then struggled to smuggle them up the hill into the 
Post, in the face of Boer patrols determined to stop them.  
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NSW’s Badge 
$7.50 ea incl postage for up to 10. 
Order from Brian Walters by 
email brian.walters@bwm.org.au 
or write to him at the NBWMA NSW 
Committee, Building 96, Victoria Barracks,  
Paddington NSW 2021 
 
 
 
Queensland’s Shirt 
Smart black polo shirt with the authentic BW  
“Rising Sun” badge. 
Sizes - Small to 4XL  
Short sleeved   $30, long $36 
Postage to NSW   $6 
(Looks great on men too!) 
Contact Colleen NBWMA Queensland  
on 0417 711 310 
colleen.oleary@bwm.org.au  

Elands River—continued from page 2: 
 

After two unsuccessful attempts to raise the siege Lord 
Kitchener marched 10,000 soldiers (including a signifi-
cant number of Australians) to the rescue.  
 
Boer intelligence had noted this vast column coming and 
evacuated in the face of overwhelming odds.  
 
The devastation of the area, the death smell of so many 

animals, explosives and dust, revealed something of the 
courage and tenacity that had been exercised to defy the 
Boers’ demands to surrender. 
  
If there had never been Gallipoli, the battle of Elands 
River Staging Post 15 years earlier would have been the 
defining event for Australians at war. 
 
Lest we forget…. 

Similar act: different origin 
A friend asked your editor why Australian ex-service personnel 
appeared to be copying an American custom of placing the right 
hand over the heart at the Boer War Day ceremony he attended. 
He wondered when we would go to the next stage and snap a sa-
lute while wearing civilian clothes and hatless.   
 
Hopefully what my friend saw was an old soldier quietly raise an 
open hand at the appropriate solemn moment to cover his own 
medals earned by service and bravery out of respect to those 
who did not return.   
 
The tradition appears to have begun in London on 11 November 
1920 at the consecration of the Cenotaph in Whitehall. The RSM 
of the Guards Regiment is said to have instructed, “… no matter 
what honours we may have been awarded, they are as nothing 
compared with the honour due to those who paid the supreme sacri-
fice…”     
 
The RSL recognises this tradition for ceremonies involving a  
march-past or wreath-laying at a memorial.  

Col John Haynes, National BWMA Chairman, 
covers his medals as Cpl Tara Neilson plays the 
Last Post at the Sydney BW Day ceremony.  
Centre is Fl Lt Hamish Grieve. 

Victoria’s stickers  
10 x 10 cm stickers for school books, the fridge 
and the street side of your letter box.  Just $2 
each from the NBWMA Victoria 
committee.  
email Bill Woolmore at: 
woolmore1@optusnet.com.au  
$2.60 ea incl postage. 
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Contacts for registrations and enquiries: 
ACT – Nigel Webster   nigelwebster303@gmail.com 
NSW – David Deasey  david.deasey@bwm.org.au 
NT – Paul Hanlon    paul.hanlon@defence.gov.au 
Qld – Colleen O’Leary  olearycolleen@hotmail.com 
SA – David Mercer  davidmercer@adam.com.au  
Tas – Peter Patmore  ppatmore@bigpond.com 
Vic – Bill Woolmore    woolmore1@optusnet.com.au 
WA – John Sweetman   jrsweetman@hotmail.com 
  and Maurice Kissane  maurice.kissane@gmail.com 


