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Welcome to our first Queensland Newsletter of 2019, and the 
fifth of the current committee. 
 

Although a little late, the com-
mittee extend their „Compli-
ments of the Season‟  to all.  
The committee also welcomes 
all new members and a hearty 
„thank you‟ to all members who 
have stuck by us;  your loyalty 
is most appreciated.  It is this 
membership that enables „Boer 
War Association Queensland‟ (BWAQ) to continue with its 
objectives.   
 

BWAQ are dedicated to evolve from the building of the mem- 
orial, to an association committed to maintaining the memory 
and history of the Boer War;  focus being descendants and 
supporters of the Boer War and the youth of Australia, hence 
our involvement with schools and scouts wherever possible. 
 

The „Boer War Association Queensland‟ is an historical asso-
ciation, in honour of the „Fathers of ANZACs‟;  to ensure their 
legacy lives on.   However, it does include honouring our 
forefathers from Southern Africa, UK and all other Colonies 
of the British Empire who took part in the Boer War;  no mat-
ter what they may call themselves today.    
 

Even though many of us come from different parts of the 
world, we now live in Australia and many of us are now very 
patriotic Australians;  our forefathers too, were a large       
integral part of the overall legacy. 
 

We honour all those men and women who served, and who 
were caught up in proceedings, many years ago;  many of 
whom paid the ultimate sacrifice for us, whoever we may be 
– we need to remember them… 
 

Since our last newsletter, our committee  
attended the 2019 Commemoration Service 
for the Battle of Onverwacht Hills, held on 

Thursday, 7th February.  The 
service was conducted by 
the Sherwood/Indooroopilly 
RSL Sub-branch, at the 
„Croll Memorial Precinct‟.  
 

The service was a moving tribute to the 
117th anniversary of the battle of the  Onver-
wacht Hills, in which 11 Queenslanders 
were killed.   
 

Our Patron, MAJGEN Professor John Pearn 
AO, RFD delivered the address.  The       
response was delivered by Glenn Mostyn, 
President of the Sherwood-Indooroopilly 
RSL Sub-branch. 

As part of the service, Corinda State High School student, 
Isabel Dow, was presented with the Onverwacht Essay Medal-
lion, by MAJGEN Professor John Pearn AO, RFD. The      
messages between Ermelo High School (Hoërskool Ermelo an 
Afrikaans Medium School), South Africa and Corinda State 
High School, were read by Sophie Verprek from Corinda State 
High School. 
 

MAJGEN Professor John Pearn AO, RFD, together with Pierre 
van Blommestein (Secretary of BWAQ), laid BWAQ wreaths.  
Mrs Laurie Forsyth, BWAQ‟s first „Honorary Life Member‟, was 
honoured as the first to lay a wreath assisted by LTCOL Miles 
Farmer OAM (Retd). 
 

Last year, 2018, the Sherwood/Indooroopilly RSL Sub-Branch 
decided it would be beneficial for all concerned for the Com-
memoration Service for the Battle of Onverwacht Hills to be 
relocated from its traditional location in St Matthews Cemetery 
Sherwood, to the „Croll Memorial Precinct‟, located at 2 Clew-
ley Street, Corinda; adjacent to the Sherwood/Indooroopilly 
RSL Sub-Branch.       

In September 2018, 
at the Boer War 
Seminar, held at the 
Sherwood/Indooroo-
pilly RSL Sub-Branch 

there was a special 
function just prior to 

afternoon tea: -   the 
official unveiling of a Memorial Plaque.   
 

The Memorial Plaque is to Honour the Memory 
of those Soldiers from the Sherwood District, killed in action at 
the Battle of Onverwacht Hills;  to be mounted within the „Croll 
Memorial Precinct‟.  Our much esteemed Patron, MAJGEN 
Professor John Pearn AO GCStJ RFD (Retd), did the honours, 
by delivering an address for the occasion, followed by the un-
veiling of the plaque. 
 

Last year, 2018, saw another very signifi-
cant event.  At our October meeting, the 
committee decided to introduce „Honorary 
Life Membership‟.  
The committee unani-
mously nominated  to 
grant its first 
„Honorary Life Mem-
bership‟ to  Mrs.    

Laurie Forsyth, in salutation of her    
support of the Boer War Association, 
over many years.   
In consideration and respect of Mrs.    
Forsyth‟s maturity and mobility, it was 
decided to present Mrs. Laurie Forsyth her „Honorary Life 
Membership‟ certificate in person, at her own place of   
residence.  This process evades the need to disrupt one‟s 
life with the pressures of organised functions.  Cont. 

Patron:  MAJGEN John Pearn AO RFD (Retd) 
Secretary: Pierre van Blommestein   

Chairman:   Gordon Bold. 
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The certificate was presented by Mrs. Jennie Jones, our 
Treasurer (Editor and Researcher) and was received 
with great honour;  to quote Mrs. Forsyth - “I am tickled 
pink…!” 

 
„Boer War Commemoration Service‟ -  

 

Our next big event will be the „Boer War Commemoration 
Service‟, to be held on Sunday, 26th May, 2019.  It will be 
held in its usual location in ANZAC Square, Brisbane (CBD) 
around the Boer War Memorial („The Scout‟), Adelaide 
Street end.  The service will begin at 10:00 am (1000hrs).  
Similar to last year, 
we intend having a 
piper, bugler, high 
school symphonic 
band and choir. 
 

All are most wel-
come - It will be 
lovely to see you on 
this hallowed day, 
when we honour the „Fathers of ANZACs‟, our forebears;  
those men and women, who served in the 2nd Anglo-Boer 
War.  Many of whom paid the ultimate sacrifice… 
 

 

‘We will remember them’ - „Lest We Forget’ 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Gordon Bold 
Queensland Chairman 

**************************************************************** 

Daniël Johannes Stephanus ‘Danie’ Theron 
Hero of the Anglo Boer War 

Gordon Bold 
Cont.  Part 5  Footnotes  

 

Brigadier Dudley Wrangel Clarke CB, CBE (27 April 1899 – 7 May 

1974) was born in Johannesburg, South Africa.  He became an 

officer in the British Army, known as a pioneer of military decep-

tion operations during WWII.  He has been   referred to as "the 

greatest British deceiver of WWII", for his ideas on combining 

fictional orders of battle, visual deception and double agents, 

that helped define Allied deception strategies during WWII.  

Clarke was instrumental in the founding of the British Comman-

dos… 
 

The Khoikhoi or simply Khoi are a group of people who belong to 

the Khoisan native to southwestern Africa.  Khoisan is the name 

that unifies the two distinct groups of peoples indigenous to 

Southern Africa, who share physical and putative linguistic char-

acteristics.  The Khoisan people are quite distinct from the Bantu 

majority of the region, who migrated to Southern Africa many 

thousands of years later.  The Khoisan are divided into two 

groups: 
 

 The San (Bushmen) are members of various indigenous 

hunter-gatherer people of Southern Africa, whose territo-

ries span Botswana, Namibia, Angola, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 

Lesotho and South Africa. 
 

 Khoi (Khoikhoi, previously known as Hottentots) unlike 

the neighbouring San people, the Khoikhoi have tradition-

ally practised pastoral agriculture.  When the Dutch    

arrived in 1652 to colonise the Cape the Khoikhoi main-

tained large herds of cattle in the Cape region. They, like 

the San, are distinctly different to the Bantu people.  The 

Dutch settlers labelled them Hottentotten (Hottentots) 

apparently in imitation of the sound of the Khoekhoe  

language.  This term is today considered derogatory… 
 

Colonel Robert Jacob Gordon was the son of Major-General 

Jacob Gordon of the Scots Brigade (1572–1782) in the service 

of the Netherlands.   Although of Scottish descent, Robert 

Gordon was born in the Netherlands and his allegiance and ser-

vice, like his father, lay with the Netherlands.  He joined the 

Dutch Light Dragoons as a cadet in 1753 and enrolled at the 

University of Harderwijk in 1759.  He served at first with the 

Scots Brigade and later joined the Dutch East India Company 

(VOC), rising to the rank of Colonel and commanding the Cape 

garrison between 1780 and 1795 and lived in the manor house 

known as SchoonderSigt.  Colonel Gordon was responsible for 

naming the Orange River and introducing Merino sheep to the 

Cape Colony. 
 

According to legend William V apparently gave his blessings for a 

British invasion of the Cape Colony.  The legend continues with 

Colonel Robert Gordon initially complying with the wish of      

William V.  However, he was later accused of treason by his own 

soldiers for allowing the British occupation.  On 25th October 

1795 he committed suicide at his house SchoonderSigt… 
 

Jhr. Jan Willem Janssens GCMWO (12 October 1762 – 23 May 

1838) was a Dutch nobleman, soldier and statesman who 

served as the governor of the Cape Colony and governor-general 

of the Dutch East Indies. From 1795 to 1802, Colonel Janssens 

served as an administrator within the new Batavian Army.  He 

was appointed governor of the Cape Colony upon its return to 

the Dutch by the British.  Arriving in early 1803, he attempted to 

strengthen the defences of the colony, but found resources 

lacking, having few trained troops at his disposal and the 

political situation tenuous at best.  During this time, he was 

promoted to Lieutenant-General... 
 

The four major ethnic divisions of the Bantu people in South 

Africans are the Nguni, Sotho, Shangaan-Tsonga and Venda.  

The Bantu migrations began arrived in what is now Southern 

Clive Cooke;  MAJGEN Prof. John Pearn;   

                                       Pierre van Blommestein;  Gordon Bold 

Helen Underwood at the Merchandise Table 
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Africa in about the 9th century.  The Nguni people represent 

nearly two thirds of South Africa's Bantu population and can 

be divided into four distinct groups: 
 

 The Zulu (amaZulu) nation, the largest ethnic group in 

South Africa, consisting of numerous tribes/clans, each 

with their own chief or chieftain, subordinate to one 

King many speaking their own dialect of isiZulu (Zulu 

language).  The first King of the Zulu nation was Shaka 

Zulu (Shaka kaSenzangakhona born around 1787 and  

was assassinated 22nd September 1828.   
 

The current King of the Zulu nation is HRH Goodwill 

Zwelithini kaBhekuzulu of the „House of Zulu‟.  Another 

powerful member of the Zulu nation is the King‟s cousin 

Nkosi (Chief) Mangosuthu Buthelezi (Mangosuthu    

kaMathole), the son of Chief Mathole Buthelezi and 

Princess  Magogo kaDinuzulu (sister of King Solomon 

kaDinuzulu).Mangosuthu Buthelezi is a South African 

politician and Zulu tribal/clan leader (Chief of the 

Buthelezi tribe);  he was also the founder of the Inkatha 

Freedom Party (IFP).  His titles from birth include: 
 

 Umntwana waKwaphindangene (Prince of Kwaphin-

dangene) 1928– 

 Inkosi yeSizwe sakwaButhelezi (Chief of the 

Buthelezi tribe) 1953– 

 UNdunankulu weSizwe samaZulu (Traditional Prime 

Minister of the Zulu Nation) 
 

 Nkosi (Chief) Mangosuthu Buthelezi is also famous for 

his part in the movie‟ Zulu‟ where he played the part of 

the Zulu King Cetshwayo kaMpande, his great grand-

father. 
 

 The Xhosa (amaXhosa) nation, the second largest     

ethnic group in South Africa, consisting of numerous 

tribes/clans, each with their own chief or chieftain, 

many having their own dialect of isiXhosa (Xhosa     

language).  Unlike the Zulu the Xhosa people are a split 

nation and in fact have two major Kingdoms due to a 

split in the Royal family, the „House of Phalo‟.  The 

Xhosa nation was split in two the Gcaleka (Transkei) 

and Rharhabe (Ciskei) each headed up by a Paramount 

Chief (King): 
 

 HRH King  Zwelonke Sigcawu is the 12th and cur-

rent King of the Gcaleka Xhosa (amaXhosa) nation 

located in the area known as the Transkei; 
 

 HRH Queen Noloyiso Sandile Aah! Noloyiso is cur-

rently regent for her son Prince Jonguxolo Sandile 

of the Rharhabe Xhosa (amaXhosa) nation  located 

in the area known as the Ciskei.  She was married 

to King Maxhob'ayakhawuleza Sandile Aah! Zane-

sizwe who died in July 2011.  
 

Under her leadership she has 40 chiefs and chief-

tains of various other Xhosa (amaXhosa) tribes/

clans.  The Xhosa peoples were well established by 

the time of the Dutch arrival in the mid-17th cen-

tury, and occupied much of eastern South Africa 

from the Fish River in the south to land inhabited by 

the  Zulu (amaZulu) in the north. 
 

 Nelson Mandela (Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela) is 

a famous member of the amaXhosa (Xhosa) he 

is in fact a member of the Thembu royal family of 

the Madeba tribe/clan.  His patrilineal great-

grandfather, Ngubengcuka, was Chief of the 

Thembu people.  His father, Gadla Henry 

Mphakanyiswa, was a local chieftain of the Mad-

iba Clan/tribe and councillor to the monarch.  

His mother was of the Mpemvu (amaMpemvu) 

clan. 
 

Cont. 

 The Swazi (maSwati) nation migrated to Mozambique in 

the 16th century and then to present day Swaziland in 

the 17th century.  Like the Xhosa and the Zulu, they too 

are made up numerous tribes/clans.  Many speaking 

their own dialect of siSwati (Swazi language).               

His Majesty Mswati III (born Prince Makhosetive 

Dlamini on 19th April 1968) is the current King of the 

Royal House of Dlamini. 
 

 The Ndebele/Matabele (amaNdebele) of Northern 

Transvaal and Zimbabwe from as late as the early 19th 

century.  Mzilikazi, (1790 – 9 September 1868), was a 

Southern African king who founded what became 

known as the Matabele kingdom (Mthwakazi), located 

in Northern Transvaal, South Africa and mainly Mata-

beleland in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe).  Many consider him 

to be the greatest Southern African military leader after 

the Zulu king Shaka.  Mzilikazi was the Chief of the 

Khumalo tribe/clan one time a tribe of the Zulu king-

dom. Mzilikazi was very close to Shaka and at one time 

Shaka‟s greatest general.  He and Shaka devised the 

fighting techniques the Zulu are so famous for.  Upon 

the defeat of Zwide, Shaka acknowledged he could not 

have done it without Mzilikazi and presented him with 

an ivory axe.  There were only two such axes – one for 

Shaka and one for Mzilikazi.  Shaka himself placed the 

plumes on Mzilikazi's head after Zwide was van-

quished. 
 

 In 1823 Mzilikazi had a quarrel with Shaka regarding 

the spoils of war, during the Zulu Mfecane.  After the 

defeat of Raninsi, Mzilikazi refused to hand over the 

cattle to Shaka and Shaka did nothing about it.  

Shaka‟s generals who did not like the power Mzilikazi 

had, long disliking Mzilikazi, pressed for action.  Shaka 

therefore was persuaded to dispatch a force to teach 

Mzilikazi a lesson. The Impi (force) of 3000 Zulus were 

soundly defeated by Mzilikazi's Impi of 500.  This made 

Mzilikazi the only person to have ever defeated Shaka 

in battle.  Mzilikazi had great respect for Shaka and 

rather thanembarrass him again decided to move his 

Khumalo tribe north, he left with only three hundred 

warriors, betrayed by his brother, Zeni who wanted to 

take control of the Khumalo.  En-route Mzilikazi and his 

small tribe of around 300 Khumalo began his own 

mfecane (crushing/scattering) as Mzilikazi removed all      

opposition and remodelled the territory to suit the new 

Ndebele (Matabele). 
 

 Mzilikazi built an Empire that ended up larger than the 

Zulu Empire.  Voortrekkers began to arrive in the Trans-

vaal in 1836.  This led to what became known as the 

Matabele Wars.  After several confrontations over the 

next two years, the Ndebele suffered heavy losses.  By 

early 1838, Mzilikazi was forced north across the Lim-

popo and out of Transvaal altogether into what be-

came Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe). 
 

 The Ndebele (Matabele) also have numerous tribes/

clans that were incorporated into the Matabele 

(Ndebele) empire, each with their own chief or chief-

tain and many speaking a dialect of isiNdebele 

(Matabele language).  Mzilikazi‟s son Lobengula was 

the last King of the Matabele, since then there has not 

been a King; there are however pretenders claiming to 

be of the House of Khumalo…. 
 

 The Ndebele (Matabele) also have numerous tribes/

clans that were incorporated into the Matabele 

(Ndebele) empire, each with their own chief or chief-

tain and many speaking a dialect of isiNdebele 

(Matabele language).  Mzilikazi‟s son Lobengula was 

the last King of the Matabele, since then there has not  
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 been a King; there are however pretenders claiming to 

be of the House of Khumalo…. 
 

Mfecane is the Zulu word for crushing, a period between 1815 

and about 1840.  It was effectively a period of widespread 

chaos and warfare resulting in the scattering, forced dispersal 

and forced migration of people of all ethnic groups.  As Shaka 

created the Zulu Kingdom/Empire in the territory between the 

Tugela River and Pongola River, his forces caused a wave of 

warfare and disruption to sweep to other ethnic groups of the 

Bantu people. This was the prelude of what became known as 

the „Mfecane‟.  However, Mfecane is used primarily to refer to 

the period when Mzilikazi, the king of the Matabele, dominated 

the Transvaal. During his reign, roughly from 1826 to 1836, he 

ordered widespread killings and devastation to remove all     

opposition. He reorganised the territory to establish the new 

Ndebele order… 
 

The Griqua are a subgroup of South Africa's heterogeneous and 

multiracial Coloured people, who have a unique origin in the 

early history of the Cape Colony.  They are generally similar to 

another Afrikaans-speaking group at the time, the Trekboers; 

they originally populated the frontiers of the infant Cape Colony. 

The Griqua are a racially and culturally mixed people who des-

cended from the intermarriages and sexual relations between 

European colonists in the Cape and the Khoikhoi living there in 

the 17th and 18th centuries. The mothers were generally 

Khoikhoi and, as time went on, mixed-race. The fathers were 

European colonists. Over time the mixed-race people married 

among themselves. Like the Afrikaners (Boers), these groups 

frequently migrated inland to escape colonial rule.  The Dutch 

East India Company (VOC) did not intend the Cape Colony at the 

Southern tip of Africa to become a political entity. As it ex-

panded and became more successful, its leaders did not worry 

about frontiers. The frontier of the colony was indeterminate.  

While the VOC undoubtedly benefited from the trading and pas-

toral endeavours of the trekboers, it did little to control or sup-

port them in their quest for land. The high proportion of single 

Dutch men led to their taking indigenous women as wives and 

companions, and mixed-race children were born. They grew to 

be a sizeable population who spoke Dutch and were instrumen-

tal in developing the colony. 
 

These children did not attain the social or legal status accorded 

their fathers, mostly because colonial laws recognised only 

Christian forms of marriage.  In Southern Africa, the term      

Coloureds (Bruinmense or Kleurlinge) is an ethnic label for    

people of mixed ethnic origin who possess ancestry from 

Europe, Asia, and various Khoisan and Bantu ethnic groups of 

southern Africa. 
 

The Coloured community is predominantly descended from  

numerous interracial sexual unions between Western European 

men and Khoisan women in the Cape Colony from the 17th cen-

tury onwards. 
 

In KwaZulu-Natal, Coloureds possess a diverse heritage includ-

ing British, Irish, German, Mauritian, Saint Helenians, Indians, 

Xhosa and Zulu. Griqua, on the other hand, are descendants of 

Khoisan and Afrikaner Trekboers.  Adam Kok I, leader of the 

Griqua, led his people north from the interior of the Cape Col-

ony. They moved north; outside the Cape, near the Orange 

River, just west of the Orange Free State and on the southern 

skirts of the Transvaal.The Griqua had largely adopted the Afri-

kaans language before their migrations. This area is where 

most of the Griqua settled. 
 

Adam Kok's successor, Andries Waterboer, founded Griqualand 

West, and controlled it until the influx of Europeans after the 

discovery of diamonds. In 1834, the British Cape Colony recog-

nised Waterboer's rights to his land and people. It signed a 

treaty with him to ensure payment for the use of the land for 

mining.  Soon after 1843, the competition between the British 

Cape Colony and the two Boer Republics Orange Free State and 
Cont. 

Danie Theron:  Footnotes  Cont. 
 

State and Transvaal became too much for the Griqua.  The Gri-

qua migrated east Led by Adam Kok III, to establish Griqualand 

East. Griqualand East only existed for months before being    

annexed by the British Cape Colony in 1874.  The capital of  

Griqualand East is Kokstad.  In 1994 Griqualand East became 

part of KwaZulu-Natal… 
 

Trekboer (Afrikaans/Dutch trekboere) were nomadic pastoralists 

descended from mostly Dutch colonists and French Huguenots 

and some German Protestants in the Cape Colony (founded in 

1652). The Trekboere began migrating into the interior from the 

areas surrounding what is now Cape Town, such as Paarl 

(settled from 1688), Stellenbosch (founded in 1679), and 

Franschhoek (settled from 1688), during the late 17th century 

and throughout the 18th century.  The Trekboer included mixed-

race families of partial Khoikoi descent who had also become 

established within the economic class of burghers.                              

Despite the VOC's attempts to prevent settler expansion beyond 

the Western Cape, the frontier of the Colony remained open:  

the authorities in Cape Town lacked the means to police the 

Colony's borders.  By the 1740s the Trekboers had entered the 

Little Karoo. By the 1760s they reached the deep interior of the 

Great Karoo.  Boers rebelled against VOC rule. They set up inde-

pendent republics in the town of Graaff-Reinet (1795), and four 

months later, in Swellendam (17 June 1795). Less than a year 

later, the newly established Batavian Republic (Bataafse      

Republiek, the Dutch Republic - Republic of the Seven United 

Netherlands) nationalised the VOC (1 March 1796); the Nether-

lands came under the sway of the new post-revolution French 

government. 
 

The British, who occupied Cape Town in September 1795 in the 

course of the French Revolutionary Wars and took over the   

administration of Cape Colony, reversed the Trekboers' inde-

pendence efforts in 1796. A generation later, another group of 

Boers resisted the administration of British legislation in 1815. 

They rebelled at Slagters Nek and the British executed some of 

the Boer leaders. Because of further British encroachments, 

constant border wars with the Xhosa to the east, and growing 

land shortages, numerous Boer settlers of the Eastern Cape 

became Voortrekkers… 
 

Captain Oliver John (Jack) Hindon, (1874-1919) a famous Boer 

scout, born in England, he joined the British Army as a drummer 

boy and at the age of 14 went to South Africa when his regi-

ment was transferred to Zululand.  Because of ill-treatment by 

his sergeant-major, he and some other boys deserted. In 1888 

he moved to the Transvaal and settled at Wakkerstroom as a     

mason, where he soon became an accomplished builder. He 

identified himself with the Boers of the Transvaal Republic and 

served voluntarily in the campaign against Jameson in 1895, 

after which he obtained full Transvaal citizenship. He joined the 

Middleburg Commando soon after and took service with the 

Z.A.R.P. (Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek Politie) as a member of 

the Mounted Police (Rijdende Politie). 
 

In June 1900 he joined Danie Theron's TVK scout corps and 

found himself in the Orange Free State, where he was to take 

part in an attack on a British convoy between Kroonstad and 

Lindley on 18 June 1900. However, the failure of General Piet 

de Wet (brother of Commandant-General Christiaan de Wet) to 

arrive at the appointed time ruined this undertaking. On the 

26th and 27th of June „Jack‟ Hindon was involved in fighting near 

Lindley, before moving to the vicinity of Bethlehem. A new 

phase of „Jack‟ Hindon's participation in the war followed, when 

he was appointed head of a corps (Jack Hindon Scouts) in-

tended to disrupt the British lines of communication. He also 

plundered British trains in the Free State and south-western 

Transvaal during July and August. In September he again did 

reconnaissance work and among other things, carried reports 

from General Christiaan de Wet to Commandant-General Louis 

Botha… 
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Lieutenant (later Captain) Hendrik Frederik Slegtkamp had a 

very restless nature and was always looking for adventure.  As a 

young man he was already fighting in the ZAR against hostile 

black tribes.  He also was in the force that stopped the Jameson 

invasion during 1895/1896.  
 

At the beginning of the war, he joined the Middelburg Com-

mando, served under „Jack‟ Hindon and went to Natal.  With the 

Battle of Spioenkop, Slegtkamp and „Jack‟ Hindon became   

heroes to be remembered always.  In the middle of the battle 

they hoisted the joint war flag of the Republics on the hill and 

caused the English forces to delay their attack.  
 

After this he fought with the Irish Brigade in the Free State   

under Colonel Blake. In May 1900 he joined the reconnais-

sance corps of Danie Theron.  After the death of Danie Theron, 

he moved to the Eastern Transvaal where he became a lieuten-

ant in Captain  „Jack‟  Hindon‟s reconnaissance corps   (Jack 

Hindon’s Scouts).  
 

Till the end of the war he specialized in the destruction of trains 

and railways.  After the surrender of Captain Jack Hindon on 16 

May 1902, he became captain of the corps.  
 

After the peace accord, he left for the Netherlands for a short 

while, but soon found himself back in the Transvaal. He eventu-

ally became a general in the Ossewabrandwag (Ox-wagon      

Sentinel) an anti-British and pro-German organisation in South 

Africa during WWII… 
 

In June 1940, the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, 

Winston Churchill, requested from his joint chiefs of staff, to 

establish a force that could carry out raids against German-

occupied Europe and stated: "they must be prepared with     

specially trained troops of the hunter class who can develop a 

reign of terror down the enemy coast…”  One staff officer,    

Lieutenant-Colonel Dudley Clarke, had already submitted such 

a proposal to General Sir John Dill, the Chief of the Imperial 

General Staff.  General Sir John Dill, aware of Churchill's inten-

tions, approved Clarke's proposal; on the 23rd of June 1940, the 

first Commando raid took place.  This resulted in the formation 

of what became known as the Special Service Brigade. 
 

Then there was the special scouting group, known as the LRDG 

(Long Range Desert Group), founded in Egypt, in June 1940 by 

Major Ralph Bagnold, acting under the direction of General 

Archibald Wavell.  From November 1941, the LRDG fell under 

the command of the newly formed 8th Army and then later they 

fell under GHQ Middle East.  The LRDG was mainly made up of 

New Zealand, Southern Rhodesian and British volunteers and 

never numbered more than 350 men.  The SAS, British Com-

mandos and MI6 worked closely with the LRDG scouts in North 

African operations.   
 

After the war, most Commando units were disbanded, leaving 

just the Royal Marines 3 Commando Brigade.  Present day 

Royal Marine Commandos, Parachute Regiment, SAS (Special 

Air Service)  and SBS (Special Boat Service) all trace their     

origins to the original British Commandos of WWII…              End. 

THOSE  WERE  THE  DAYS 
 

In 
 

SCOTLAND, TRANSVAAL, SOUTH AFRICA, 
RHODESIA,  North and South 

1881 to 1963 
 

(by James McCulloch McCrie) 
 

I was born at Broughton Mains Sorbie, Wigtownshire,  
Scotland, on September 1873.  I am now in my 90th year 
and I am writing my memories as from 6th September, 
1881, my eighth birthday… 
 

Two interesting stories;  extracts from the                 
„Journal  Memoirs‟   of James McCulloch McCrie… 

 
Australian connection  –  ‘Beira to Umtali  Railway’ 

 

We had absolutely refused to go back before the Police 
could stop us.  I found lodgings with a Barberton elderly 
couple who had been in Port Elizabeth on holiday when 
the War started.  This was about the end of April 1900.  I 
was told that the Imperial Military were recruiting men, so 
Billy Reynolds and I went to their offices near the railway 
station and signed on for service. 

A couple of days after joining up, we boarded the Mail-Ship 
“Scott” and sailed for Durban. This was the ship from which 
Barney Barnato jumped overboard – his last voyage.  

We had a full day in Durban which included a swim at the 
Beach and Rickshaw rides all over the town.  I met a num-
ber of refugees from Johannesburg, Pretoria and Barber-
ton, all of whom I had met before.         

We then boarded the Rennie Line Ship “Induna” off to   
Beira1, P.E.A. (Portuguese East Africa).2 

The following day we sailed for Delago Bay,3 where we had 
another full day.   We lunched at the Pemola Hotel, and we 
lost a few pounds at the Casino.  Our next port of call was 
Quelimane4 where we remained for six hours.  We had a 
delightfully long walk through the coconut trees before we 
set sail for Beira.   We anchored about a mile out as there 
was no harbour except for small boats.  One of the lighters 
(flat bottomed barge) took us to the harbour, where we 
were met by Captain Dean who took us to rooms near the 
Railway Station.  

The following morning a Troop-Ship arrived with the Aus-
tralian Bush-Rangers.  Our first job was to go out in tugs 
and lighters to off load the Australians with their buck 
jumper horses.  

They were a fine body of men and could do almost any-
thing with their long whips and splendid animals, but I 
found, when slinging them on to the lighters, it was safer to 
be at their tail ends than at their heads.  Like the rest, I lost 
a few shirts and trousers and acquired some rather painful 
bites.  
 

I introduced the Officers to a Dutchman who supplied all 
the game meat along the railway.  They told him that they  
 

---------------------------------- 
1. Beira, Mozambique - Port of Beira which acts as a gateway for both the 

central interior portion of the country as well as the land-locked nations 
of Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), Northern Rhodesia (now Zam-
bia) and Nyasaland (now Malawi)… 

2. Portuguese East Africa (PEA) is today Mozambique… 
3. Delago Bay (today known as Maputo Bay) is a large natural bay in   

Mozambique associated with city of Lourenço Marques (today known as 
Maputo), the capital of Mozambique…  

4. Quelimaneis a seaport in Mozambique…  
Cont. 

Newspaper article from  “The Age”   Melbourne -              

Thursday, 23rd March, 1939 
 

Boer War Veterans 
 

“The veterans of the Boer War have been literally 

thrown on the scrap heap.  Some of these men are 

sadly awaiting the deliverance of death.                      

All reference to their cases have been ignored by     

Parliament. 

How grateful these veterans would be for any help. 

Where is “good old Billy Hughes,” the champion of the 

Soldiers?” 

      JUSTICE  (Gisborne) 

                                            Sent in by   Valma Hunter. 
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Cont.

would be pleased if he would accompany them on the 
ganger trolley, and that they would supply the search light. 
That night the Dutchman shot two lions near the spot 
where twenty dead horses lay in the bush, about a mile 
from Bamboo Creek.5  The bodies of the two dead lions 
were brought into Bamboo Creek and skinned.  Two of the 
Officers bought the skins and the Dutchman sold small 
pieces of the fat to the natives working on the broad 
gauged railway at two shilling a piece.  I asked the Dutch-
man why the natives bought the fat of the lions and he said 
“These small pieces of lion‟s fat they wear around their 
necks with the belief that no lion will ever do them any 
harm.”  
 

As the railway was short of Engine Drivers I was inspanned 
and after I had done several trips as a stoker, I had to drive 
the train to Umtali.6  About 2.00 one morning when I was 
returning from a trip, I noticed that Paddy Lawson‟s pub 
was still brilliantly illuminated, so the guard, the fireman 
and I went to the bar to investigate and there we found 
Paddy fast asleep in a deck chair.  Our entrance awoke 
him, and he passed on to us the information that Rhodes 
was sleeping near him on a mattress on the floor after cele-
brating the Relief or Mafeking.  Rhodes, he said, had been 
waiting for our train to arrive for over ten hours so that it 
could take him to Salisbury. 
 

One of the Officers of the Australian Bush-Rangers asked 
me if I had seen any large game on the railway line, when I 
was driving the goods train from Bamboo Creek to Umtali 
and back.  I told him I had seen thousands, and if he was 
anxious to have a look at them he could come on the loco 
footplate with me.  He was delighted with the idea and said, 
“I will be pleased to accompany you and I will bring my 
camera.” 
 

On the forward journey, he took photos of about three hun-
dred wildebeest – the general of the troop standing in front 
of them pawing the ground, and further on the line we 
came to about two hundred buffalo.  
 

On the return trip from Umtali to Bamboo Creek he had 
snaps of two rhinoceros, four giraffe and two cheetahs. 
  

After the Officer had developed the photos, some of the 
other Officers (about half a dozen) who had seen the snaps 
wanted to come on a trip with me.  I told them that if they 
would like to travel in a goods truck they were very        
welcome, but they were not to bring any firearms, only 
cameras.   I did not stop the train, but slowed down each 
time an Officer wanted to take a photo. 
 

The night before they boarded the train for Rhodesia, they 
invited me to their mess where we had a good dinner, and 
we all were bright and merry.  They presented me with a 
pipe, a wallet and a tobacco pouch.  
 

Umtali was indeed a very small town in 1900. This stretch 
of railway was a most unhealthy one, and it was not sur-
prising that I should go down with fever on my last trip to 
Bamboo Creek.  It was often said when this line was being 
laid that every sleeper represented a man‟s life.  And that 
was most probably true.  

--------------------------------------------- 
5. Bamboo Creek - Nova Fontesvila was officially renamed ‘Vila Machado’, a ref-

erence to the Portuguese engineer responsible for building the railroad from 
Beira to Salisbury.  Early in its history, it was known as ‘Bambu Crick’, in the 
local dialect of Chisena, which means ‘Mr. Crick’ - a reference to a British land-
owner in the area.  English-speakers, however, referred to the place as 
‘Bamboo Creek’,  a reference to a small river near the town … 

 

6. Umtali (now known as Mutare) was/is a city in Southern Rhodesia (Rhodesia 
now Zimbabwe) … Cont 

Lieutenant Handcock  -  „Silver Cigarette Case‟ 
 

About this time, several Officers of the Bushveld Carbin-
eers (an army unit formed by Lord Kitchener) were court-
martialled for shooting some of the Boer prisoners in the 
bushveld.  They had however, spared their Padre (Church 
Minister) who reported the incident to Kitchener.  Four of 
the Officers were found guilty and were condemned to be 
shot. 
 

One of the condemned officers was Lieutenant Handcock, 
an Australian.  At the time of the execution I was on 
Picket Duty at the gate of the old Police Station - near the 
Pretoria Station - where they were shot.   If I remember 
rightly, the Seaforth Highlanders were the firing squad.  I 
happened to know one of them, and he related to me a 
curious little incident which occurred then. 
 

When Lieutenant Handcock was blindfolded, he asked 
“Who are the firing squad?”   He then requested to speak 
to the Sergeant in Charge.  He handed him his silver  
cigarette case engraved with his name, and told him to 
remember all his life that he had shot an innocent man. 
The Sergeant thanked him and put the case in his breast 
pocket, and then gave the order to fire.  One of the bullets 
ricocheted off the wall and went into the cigarette case 
which he had just received from the Lieutenant.  
 

Amongst the surviving Officers of the Bushveld Carbin- 
eers was Captain Taylor, nicknamed  „Bulala‟ (Killer), who 
had been found “Not Guilty”.  A few days after the trial, 
“Bulala” Taylor met Kitchener who grimly asked him if he 
knew why he had been found  “Not Guilty”.  “Bulala”  pro-
fessed complete ignorance, whereupon Kitchener inform-
ed him that it was because he, “Bulala” was a “Champion 
Liar”. 
 

Taylor was an Irishman, farming a farm which had been 
given to him by Rhodes, and which was situated between 
Figtree and Plumtree. He had acquired his nickname from 
the natives as he often threatened to shoot any native he 
might find stealing or in any way misbehaving.  He was in 
every way just and good to them, and some of them had 
been working on his farm for fifteen years and over. 
 

In 1902, there were signs that the war seemed to be near-
ing its end, and some of the Boer Generals, including 
Botha, Smuts, de Wet and others who I had met before 
the war, arrived for a conference with Kitchener.  Soon 
afterwards hostilities ceased.   Rhodes died at Muizen-
burg just before the war ended.  
 

I had returned to the Sheba Gold Mine.  Tom Alexander, 
an old friend of mine, was one of the best Native Location 
or Compound Managers on the Rand. 
 

When the South African War broke out in 1899, he joined 
Lord Roberts Transport and, when he arrived at Bloem-
fontein, he was told that hundreds of British Soldiers had 
died of dysentery, so he immediately went and inter-
viewed the Head Doctor of the Hospital and told him that 
he had a native cure for dysentery.  
 

The Doctor took Tom into the hospital and pointed out to 
him six of the patients who he reckoned would be dead in 
a couple of days.  However, Alexander was given permis-
sion to try his native cure, so he went to his wagon to get 
some dry bark of a willow tree which he crushed as fine 
as flour and filled a large jar with this crushed bark.  
 

On my return to Southern Rhodesia on the Armadale 
Castle, I related the shooting of the four officers of the  



 

Correspondence and Donations to: -  The Treasurer,  Boer War Memorial Association Qld,  c/o  P. O. Box 1215,  Oxley,  Qld.  4075        7 

officers of the Bushveld Carbineers at Pretoria.  One of 
the men rose from his seat and disappeared, but he re-
turned a few minutes later with the self-same cigarette 
case with the bullet embedded in it, and said “I am the 
sergeant who received it”.  He was then in the Police 
Force in Pretoria. 

*** End of Document *** 
 

Note: -   We are indebted to Maureen Staff, the grand-
daughter of James McCulloch McCrie, who has shared 
these stories with us.  Maureen‟s mother was born in Bula-
wayo, Rhodesia, after Maureen‟s grandfather and grand-
mother moved up from Barberton, South Africa.   
 

James left Scotland in his 20‟s in 1895 for an adventure in 
Africa. He was a mining engineer and worked on the gold 
and diamond mines in South Africa and later Rhodesia.  He 
led an exciting life rubbing shoulders with the likes of Cecil 
John Rhodes, President Paul Kruger, Colonel Creswell (who 
became minister of defence) and others. 
 

Maureen says she has thoroughly enjoyed transcribing her 
grandfather‟s memoirs, that were half typed and half hand-
written, ‟and is continually amazed by his memory.         
Maureen hopes to eventually have a few copies printed. 
 

Maureen said, “I certainly have no objection to including 
what I have sent, in your newsletter.” Maureen then followed 
up with, “I do think this sort of history should be shared, so 
am delighted that you want to use it.” 

Cont Cont 

 

 Indians   –  The military authorities in India were very 

prompt in answering Britain‟s call.  The first  Indian    

contingent arrived before 

hostilities occurred.            

      The troops arrived in Natal 

between the 3rd and 8th   

October, 1899, and were 

immediately moved to the 

Transvaal border.   War was 

declared on the 11th Octo-

ber, 1899.  By the end of 

the war, Colonial troop num-

bers were somewhere     

between 103,000 and 

153,000.  Nearly 19,000 

Indians were sent to South 

Africa, they numbered more 

than the contingents sent 

by the other colonies;  Cape, 

Natal, Australia, New Zea-

land, Canada and Ceylon, 

though much less than the 

337,219 British regulars sent from Britain. 
 

 The forgotten men of the Indian Army left their imprint in 

Observatory, Johannesburg during the 

early 1900s.  Although their story has 

been largely forgotten and lost to public 

memory, a monument at the summit of 

Observatory Ridge honours their memory.  

This Indian Monument stands as a     

memorial to Indians who fell in the Anglo-

Boer War of 1899-1902. 
 

 What is best known of the Indian contribu-

tion was militarily probably the least visi-

ble, namely, the work of the Natal Indian 

Ambulance Corps, a unit of a little over a 

thousand volunteers led by one of the 

most prominent Indians ever, Mahatma 

Gandhi; best known as the leader of the 

independence movement in India.   
 

 Gandhi lived in South Africa between 1893 and 1915.  In 

1900, he volunteered to help the British by forming 

teams of ambulance drivers and raising 1100 Indian 

volunteer medics within South Africa.  At the  „Battle of 

Spion Kop‟, Gandhi and his bearers carried wounded 

soldiers for miles to a field hospital as the terrain was 

too rough for the ambu-

lances.   General Redvers 

Buller mentioned the cour-

age of the Indians in his 

dispatch. Gandhi and thirty-

seven other Indians received 

the War Medal. 
 

 Fathers of the ANZAC - The Australians and New Zealand-

ers who took part in the 2nd Anglo-Boer War, as part of 

the British Empire, are considered, by many in Australia 

and New Zealand, as the „Fathers of ANZAC‟.   
 

 On the 28th September 1899, just prior to War being 

declared, New Zealand Prime Minister Richard Seddon 

asked Parliament to approve the offer of the imperial 

government of a contingent of mounted rifles, thus    

becoming the first British Colony of Australia and New 

Zealand to send troops to the Boer War.   
 

 15Prime Minister - Arthur James Balfour, 1st Earl of Balfour, KG, OM, PC, DL… 
 

 16Suzerainty is a situation in which a powerful region or people control foreign policy 
and international relations of a vassal state/nation, while allowing the subservient 
state/nation internal autonomy. 

Indian Lancers Newcastle 

Bengal Lancers at the Kroonstad Camp 

Madras Lancers Cape Town 

CAPT Nawab 

Khan 

Indian Stretcher Bearers - Mahatma 
Gandhi is centre row 5th left/ 3rd right 

  Indian Monument 
Observatory 

“Little-known‟ facts of the Anglo-Boer Wars   Cont.  

Gordon Bold  
 

Colonial Forces… 2nd Boer War: 
 

The British also have some „Little-known‟ interesting facts con-

cerning the British Colonial forces in South Africa.  In 1899, 

when the British government decided to impose its suzerainty16 

over the South African Republic (Transvaal Republic), Britain 

had only around 10,000 troops in the Cape and Natal, so it 

decided to augment the force by another 10,000 before deliv-

ering an ultimatum to President Paul Kruger, and asked the 

government of India to provide more than 6,000 troops. 
 

On the 11th October, Paul Kruger declared war.  The Boers sub-

sequently attacked the British forces and inflicted severe    

defeats.  By the end of the month they besieged Mafeking, 

Kimberley and Ladysmith.  This was followed by what was 

dubbed „Black Week‟, from 10th to the 17th December, 1899 

when the British Army suffered three devastating defeats by 

the Boer Republics at the   battles of Stormberg, Magersfontein 

and Colenso, with a total of 2,776 men killed, wounded and 

captured.  These events were an eye opener for the British 

government and troops, who had thought that the war could be 

won easily.   
 

The British seem to have forgotten their humiliating defeat of 

the 1st Boer War, only 8 years prior, when it was only the Trans-

vaal Republic they were up against.  Britain was obliged to ex-

pand its forces dramatically in order to relieve the garrisons 

and then to deal with the guerrilla warfare waged by the Boers. 
 

Many books have been written about the soldiers and volun-

teers from various countries who took part in the Anglo-Boer 

War of 1899-1902.  But, there has been next to nothing on the 

role of India and Indians in South Africa.   
 

India contributed more soldiers and ambulance workers than 

any of the other British Colonies involved, and was a major 

source of supplies for the British Army.  Also, Boer prisoners of 

war (POW) where held at places such as Saint Helena,         

Bermuda, Ceylon and India; but few realise that the largest 

number of Boer prisoners of war were held in POW camps in 

India. 
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Cont. Cont

 By the time the war began in October 1899, the First Con-

tingent was already preparing to depart for South Africa.  

Within a few months they would be fighting the Boers.  By 

the end of the war, 10 contingents of volunteers, totalling 

nearly 6,500 men from New Zealand served time in South 

Africa. 
 

The outbreak of war had long been expected.  Believing 

that conflict was imminent, Queensland had offered 

troops in July, making Queensland the first Colony of Aus-

tralia to volunteer.  The same month Queensland volun-

teered, Britain requested the participation of New South 

Wales and Victoria.  From 1899 to 1901 the six separate 

self-governing colonies in Australia sent their own contin-

gents to serve in the Boer War.  The QMI (Queensland 

Mounted Infantry, today known as 2nd/14th Light Horse 

Regiment) departed for South Africa on the 1st November 

1899.  However, they arrived in South   Africa soon after 

the New South Welshmen.  All of the other colonies soon 

responded with their own contingents.  The first Australian 

troops arrived in South Africa in December 1899, too late 

to become involved in the serious British defeats of “Black 

Week”.  From 1901 and by 1902, the newly formed Aus-

tralian Federation/Commonwealth was able to send 

troops in its own right. 
 

For a variety of reasons many Australians also joined Brit-

ish or South African colonial units in South Africa:  some 

were already in South Africa when the war broke out;   

others either made their own way to the Cape or joined 

local units after their enlistment in an Australian contin-

gent ended.  Recruiting was also done in Australia for 

units which already existed in South Africa, such as the 

Scottish Horse.  Australians served mostly in mounted 

units formed in each colony before despatch, or in South 

Africa itself.  The Australian contribution took the form of 

five „waves‟: 
 

 First were the contingents raised by the Australian colon-
ies in response to the outbreak of war in 1899, which 
drew on the men in the militia of the colonial forces; 

 

 Second were the „Bushmen‟ contingents, which were 
recruited from more diverse sources and paid for by pub-
lic subscription or the military philanthropy of wealthy 
individuals; 

 

 Third were the „Imperial Bushmen‟ contingents, which 
were raised in ways similar to the preceding contingents, 
but paid for by the imperial government in London.  

 

 Fourth were then the „Draft Contingents‟, which were 
raised by the state governments after Federation on be-
half of the new Commonwealth government, which was 
as yet unable to do so;  and 

 

 Fifth, after Federation, and close to the end of the war, 
the „Australian Commonwealth Horse‟ contingents raised 
by the new Federal government. These contingents 
fought in both the British counter-offensive of 1900, 
which resulted in the capture of the Boer capitals, and in 
the long, weary guerrilla phases of the war which lasted 
until 1902. 

 

With Federation in mind, counting all Australian Colonies, 

it is generally thought that about 16,000 Australians 

fought in the Boer War;  this includes those who enlisted 

in an Australian unit, as well as the many who enlisted 

locally in South Africa with local colonial units. 
 

 Canadians  - The issue of Canadian military assistance for 

Britain arose again during the Second Anglo-Boer War.  

While many English-Canadians supported Britain's cause 

in South Africa, most French-Canadians and many recent 

immigrants from countries other than Britain  wondered 

why Canada should fight in a war half way around the 

world.  Concerned with maintaining national stability and 

political popularity, Prime Minister Sir Wilfrid Laurier did 

not want to commit his Liberal government.   

 However, the bonds of Empire were strong and public pres-

sure mounted. The Conservative Party however, was ada-

mantly in favour of raising 8,000 troops for service in 

South Africa.   Whilst the 

English Canadian opinion 

was overwhelmingly in  fav-

our of active Canadian par-

ticipation in the war; French  

Canadians almost univer-

sally  opposed the war, as 

did several other groups.  

This split the governing Liberal Party deeply, as it relied on 

both pro-imperial Anglo-Canadians and anti-imperial Franco

-Canadians for support.  As a compromise, Laurier agreed 

to send a battalion of volunteers to South Africa. 
 

Prime Minister Sir Wilfrid Laurier initially sent 1,000 sol-

diers of the 2nd (Special Service) Battalion of the Royal  

Canadian Regiment of Infantry in 1899.  Over the next 

three years, more than 7,000 Canadians served overseas;  

including the privately raised volunteers of Strathcona's 

Horse.  The Canadians fought in battles from Paardeberg 

to Leliefontein. 
 

 Ceylonese - In 1900 Ceylon Mounted Infantry (CMI) saw 

action and in 1902 a contingent of Ceylon Planters Rifle 

Corps (CPRC) and so too the Ceylon Light Infantry (CLI)  

Volunteer force, took part in the 2nd Anglo-Boer War in 

South Africa.  Their services were recognised by presenta-

tion, in 1902, of a colour to the CMI, and a presentation in 

1904, of a Banner to the CPRC.  Although there were    

Ceylonese officers, much of the officer corps was made up 

of British officers and the other ranks where mostly       

Ceylonese with the exception of the CPRC which was com-

pletely made up of Europeans. 
 

Myths… 2nd Boer War: 

The 2nd Anglo-Boer War was primarily a war between the Brit-

ish and the Boers and between them there was an understood 

agreement that only whites should take part in military opera-

tions.   However, we know India and Ceylon formed part of the 

Colonial Forces.  Other population groups in South Africa, such 

as the Coloureds (e.g. Griqua and others) and Blacks (e.g. 

Zulu, Xhosa, Tswana, Basotho and others) became embroiled 

in what was initially termed the 'White Man's War'.   Around 

16,000 „Black Africans‟ were used as combatants by the Brit-

ish, especially as scouts to track down Boer commandoes and 

armed „block-house‟ guards.  However, „Black Africans‟ were 

also used in non-combatant roles by both British and Boer 

forces.  Below are a few examples rendering the 'White Man's 

War' as pure myth: 
 

 Griqua Light Horse  – was a regiment of native Griquas, 
formed in East Griqualand early in 1901, being raised in the 
Mount Currie, Kokstad and Matatiele districts and extended 
also into the Harding district of Natal. The 
reason for the raising of the corps was to 
defend the borders of East Griqualand 
against the raiding of belligerent and rebel 
Boer parties from the adjacent Barkly East 
districts of the Cape Colony, which, in the 
absence of the regular volunteer units on 
war service elsewhere, had assumed men-
acing proportions.  All the non-commission-
ed officers were Griquas, and the Warrant  
Officer was Regimental-Sergeant Major (RSM) Thomas Kok, 
of the family after which Kokstad was named. He was follow-
ed by his brother, Gert Kok, as RSM. Their uniform was the 
universal khaki jacket, cord breeches, black puttees and 
boots, „slouch hat‟ (with brim turned up on the left side and 
bearing three-quarter inch brass block letters, G.L.H). 
 

 Matatiele European Reserve - was a special service mounted 

corps raised at Matatiele, East Griqualand, early in 1901. 

Their role was the protection of that part of the country, dur-

ing the absence of the East Griqualand Mounted Rifles on 

 Canadian Mounted Rifles 

Adam Kok III 
Founder of Kokstad 
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war service elsewhere, against raids by the Boer forces then 

operating in the northern part of the Cape Colony.  The unit 

was raised and commanded by Major Charles Tod;  other 

officers being Captains W. Harley and D. John-stone, with 

Lieutenants A. McDonald and Dan B. Menne. The European 

strength of the corps was about 100, with headquarters at 

Matatiele. A native troop consisting of around 50 Basothos 

under Capt. H. Davis, formed part of the unit. They were 

known by the nick-name of "The Matatiele Lambs", an appel-

lation not always descriptive of the regiment. 
 

 Although the 2nd Anglo-Boer War was initially termed a 'White 

Man's War', many Bantu people were embroiled in the con-

flict.  Many were armed and displayed conspicuous gallantry. 

The decision not to issue medals after the war can be attrib-

uted to many factors which may never be understood. How-

ever, the Journal of Military Medals, No 21, dated March 

1983, did name a few units that qualified for the QSAM; 

Herschell Native Police, Matatiele Native Contingent, Tembu 

Levies and the Kruisfontein Native Scouts.  

 Whether they actually received the QSAM is unknown.  

Whether black people served as scouts, messengers, block-

house watchmen or auxiliaries, these activities were essen-

tial to the events on the battlefield;  these services were 

necessary to support the war effort.  Below are some inter-

esting examples of Black involvement: 

 Tswanaswere conscripted by the Boers to help main-

tain the siege of Mafeking. 

 Tswanasalso defended Mafeking.  On one occasion 

they attacked and overran a Boer fort opposite them. 

 Many armed Blacks and Coloureds also assisted dur-

ing the siege of Ladysmith. 

 On 16th May 1902, Chief Sikobobowa Baqulusi with a 

Zulu impi of 1,000 attacked Vryheid and destroyed 

the Boer commando. This incident verified that the 

Zulu impi was indeed a force with which to be reck-

oned. 

 It is a known fact, that Indigenous Australians served 

Australia in the 2nd Anglo-Boer War.  It is however, 

unclear how many fought or how many actually     

returned home after Federation.  Slowly but surely, 

they are being identified and honoured as Aboriginal 

soldiers. 
 

 Concentration Camps –  Two 

systems of concentration 

camps existed, one for Blacks 

and one for Whites.  Both 

were run very differently: 
 

„Whites‟ - 45 tented camps 

were built for Boer intern-

ees.  A report after the war 

concluded that 27,927 

Boers (of whom 22,074 

were children under 16) 

had died in the Concentra-

tion Camps.  Of the esti-

mated total of 220,000 

Boers of the two Boer 

Republics, 27,927 deaths 

in the Concentration 

Camp equates to around 

12.7% of the Boer 

(Afrikaner) population. 
 

„Blacks‟ - However, a „little 

known‟ fact is that there 

were also around 66 (some sources claim 64 and others 

claim 80) Concentration Camps for „Black Africans‟.  The 

total camp population for these camps varies from 

115,700 to an estimated 130,000.  Deaths in these 

camps are officially calculated at a minimum of 14,154 

(more than 1 in 10).  However, according to G. Benney-

worth, a more realistic number could be 20,000 deaths, 

taking into consideration that British records would have 

been incomplete, mass grave sites and unmarked graves 

‘Scorched earth Policy’ 

Life in a ‘Concentration Camp’ 

A ‘Concentration Camp’ 

     would have interfered with the count and many civilians 

would have died outside of the camp.  It is estimated that 

81% of deaths were children. 
 

Therefore, to put things into perspective, the total deaths    

considering both types of „Concentration Camp‟ equates to 

somewhere from 42,081 to around 48,000.  Tens of thou-

sands were displaced at the conclusion of the Boer War.   
------------------------------------- 
Griqua –The Griqua people are generally an Afrikaans speaking subgroup 

of Southern Africa's heterogeneous and multiracial Coloured people, 

who have a unique origin in the early history of the Cape Colony.      

Coloureds are a multiracial ethnic group, of mixed race, native to South-

ern Africa with ancestry from various populations inhabiting the region, 

including Khoisan, Bantu, Caucasian, Austronesian and Asiatic. 
 

Kokstad is named after the Griqua Chief Adam Kok III who settled in the 

area in 1863.  It became the capital of Griqualand East.  Adam Kok III 

(1811-1875), was born in Griqualand West the son of Adam Kok II 

(leader of the Griqua people).  Adam Kok III succeeded his father, Adam 

Kok II, as leader of the Griqua people.  Griqualand West was originally 

the area that became part of the Northern Cape Colony.  In 1873 it was 

proclaimed as a British colony, with its capital at Kimberley, and in 

1880 it was annexed by the Cape Colony.  In 1866, Erasmus Jacobs 

found a small brilliant pebble, a diamond, on the banks of the Orange 

River, on the farm De Kalk leased from local Griquas, near Hopetown;  

the rest is history. 
 

In 1861, Adam Kok III accepted a British offer to settle his people in the 

eastern section of the Cape Colony.  He then led his people on a two-

year trek across South Africa.  During the trek, the Griqua lost most of 

their cattle and horses as they suffered through droughts and raids by 

the Basotho.  In February 1863, they crossed the Drakensberg at Onge-

luks Nek and descended along the banks of the Kenigha River on to 

Mount Currie where he founded Griqualand East.  In 1874, Adam Kok III 

assisted the British in a campaign to subdue the Hlubi people in Natal.  
  

Adam Kok III died without an heir on 30th December, 1875; injured in a 

wagon accident. The Cape Colony formerly annexed Griqualand East in 

1877 after the passing of the Griqualand East Annexation Act (Act 38 of 

1877).  The act was only promulgated on 17th September 1879, when 

four magistrates were set up, at Kokstad, Matatiele, Mount Frere and 

Umzimkhulu.  
 

Bantu refers to black ethnic groups in Africa who speak Bantu languages, 

such as the Zulu, Xhosa, Sotho, Venda, Swazi, Tswana, etcetera.  It does 

not include the Khoisan (Bushmen) or the Coloureds. 
 

Impi is a Zulu word for any armed body of men. However, in English it is 

often used to refer to a Zulu regiment. 
 

Dr Garth Benneyworth;  M.Inst.D, is the Head of Department:  Heritage 

Studies, School of Humanities Sol Plaatje University (originally University 

of the Northern Cape, Kimberley);  Chairperson of Council: War Museum 

of the Boer Republics;  and Research Associate McGregor Museum, 

Kimberley, Northern Cape, South Africa. 

Image of Boer Prisoners of 

War held at Diyatalawa Camp 

in Ceylon.  What makes this 

image unusual is that the 

name of each of the 54 indi-

viduals on the image has been 

captured on the back of the 

photograph.  Photograph was 

initially thought to have been 

taken at the Ragama camp.   JJ  

Punch Vol.118 p.335 May 9th 1900  

Historical Context:  The siege of 
Mafeking started at 13 October 1899. 
The people experiencing the siege  
had to live through harsh conditions   
of hunger and fear of artillery bom-
bardment. On May 18, Roberts finally 
was able to relieve Mafeking from its 
siege that had gone on for 217 days.  
---  
Baden-Powell, who commanded the 
defence of Mafeking during the siege 
of the Boers, is telling a woman, who 
represents Mafeking, to cheer up and 
hang on until May 18th, which was a 
promised date from Roberts (Bobs). JJ 
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to  link  ANZAC Square  over   Adelaide Street  to  Post Office  

Square which he was then developing.  Unfortunately, this 

did not eventuate as he envisaged, save for two pedestrian 

walkways across Adelaide Street. They are always crowded 

with spectators on special days, e.g. ANZAC Day.  
 

What a pity ANZAC Square and Post Office Square had not 

been properly linked to cater for the huge crowds that 

gather for the ANZAC Day Dawn Service each year.  It could 

still be done but the current Lord Mayor seems to prefer zip-

lines running from the top of Mt Coot-tha.  
 

Some years later the opportunity came to create a “spirit-

ual” link with the placement of the magnificent statue of 

Maj Gen Sir William Glasgow in a commanding position on 

Post Office Square.  He looks across Adelaide Street at The 

Scout;  a charger that he could well have ridden in the years 

following the Boer War.  His story warrants a separate   

chapter.  
 

On Sunday, 26th May this year the service commemorating 

the end of the Anglo Boer War will be held at The Scout in 

the renovated ANZAC Square.  I am confident that it will 

match the high standard set last year (2018) when perforce 

it had to be held at “The Eternal Flame” on Ann Street.  
 

Please be there and support the Boer War Committee.  

“THE SCOUT”  

BOER WAR MEMORIAL, ANZAC SQUARE, BRISBANE    
 

LTCol Miles W Farmer OAM (Retd)         24 February 2019  
 

Most readers will be familiar with the Boer War Memorial at 

the Adelaide Street entrance to ANZAC Square, and many 

will have attended ceremonies  commemorating various 

events of the Boer War.  I wonder how many of you knew  

the name of the Memorial is  “The Scout” and  how it came 

to be on ANZAC Square.  
 

At the end of the Boer War, the new Australian Defence 

Force was created.  Veterans had gathered from time to 

time, and gave voice to the need for an appropriate memo-

rial to recognise their service, especially for those who did 

not return.   Later, a design was agreed upon and the statue 

was cast in bronze in England,  before finding its way back 

to Queensland during the perilous war years, and 

was erected at the corner of Turbot and Ann Streets over-

looking the city to the Brisbane River - an imposing sight!   
 

Boer War veterans gathered there in 1919 for a commemo-

rative service, which then continued until 1939.  
 

The ANZAC Memorial containing “The Eternal Flame” on the  

Ann Street level, with stairs leading down to ANZAC Square 

on the Adelaide Street level, was dedicated on Armistice Day 

1930, and has been the scene of many commemorations 

over the years.  
 

The Boer War Veterans Association of Queensland was 

given permission to relocate “The Scout” to ANZAC Square. 

This was duly accomplished, and the first service there was 

held in 1939, on the eve of World War Two.  As the Boer War 

veterans died out, so did the services.  
 

In December 1999, a service was held at The Scout, to dedi-

cate commemorative bronze plaques being taken to South 

Africa for placement at various sites of special significance 

to the Queenslanders who served during the Boer War.  A 

similar service was held in 2000 to commemorate the Siege 

of Elands River Post.  The 2nd/14th Light Horse Regt, Qld 

Mounted Infantry, provided guards on these occasions, 

and have done so ever since.  
 

When the campaign to have a National Boer War Memorial  

erected on Anzac Parade, Canberra, began twelve years 

ago, the Queensland Committee, under the chairmanship of 

Lt Col Ron McElwaine OAM, the RFD held annual  ceremon-

ies at The Scout to celebrate the end of the Boer War, and  

have continued ever since.  

The date is always close to the anniversary of the signing of 

The Peace Treaty of Vereeniging, 31 May 1902, which end-

ed the Boer War.  The Hon Penelope Wensley AC, Governor 

of Queensland, was a great supporter of the project, and 

was the Guest of Honour on one occasion.   
 

The soldier, who modelled for The Scout, was a veteran of 

the Boer War himself, and commanded a South Australian 

unit.  Lt Col Charles J Reade CB MID, was the Deputy Assist-

ant Quartermaster General for Queensland, served on the 

staff of Headquarters, Victoria Barracks.  He was posted  to  

Canada,  where sadly, he died of pneumonia.   His story will 

almost certainly be told in a touch screen in the undercroft,  

the  special room below the Eternal Flame.  
 

Many years ago, Brisbane‟s Lord Mayor, Clem Jones hoped  

BICYCLES IN THE ANGLO-BOER WAR OF 1899-1902  

by D. R. Maree    (Provided by R. Moulton) 
 

The first time that bicycles were used successfully in a mili-

tary capacity was after the Spanish War of 1898 when Lt 

James A. Moss, U.S. Army, and a hundred black cyclists 

were rushed in to help with riot control in Havana, Cuba.  

They were laughed at and scorned but the amusement and 

chuckles soon died away when they proved effective.  Riot-

ing mobs were dispersed with ease by soldiers who moved 

in quickly and used their bicycles as barricades.  Notwith-

standing this success, the American Army still hesitated to 

accept the bicycle as a  machine of war.   
 

For several years before the Anglo-Boer War, the bicycle had 

been used in South Africa for para-military purposes and 

occasionally unofficially for military purposes, but the real 

test of its usefulness in war was during that war.   
 

The Transvaal War Album aptly states:  'Among the ques-

tions likely to be settled by the present war is the use of 

cyclists in the field'.    To what extent and with how much 

success was the bicycle utilised in the Anglo-Boer War?   
 

M. Caiden and J. Barbree in  Bicycles in War  maintain that 

during the guerrilla stage of the war, the Boers were unable 

to keep ahead of  '... hundreds of fresh, heavily armed men 

on bicycles.'    This statement causes one to visualise hun-

dreds of cyclists successfully rounding up Boer horsemen, 

which gives rise to two questions:  was the British army  the 

only force to make use of troops on bicycles and were they 

employed in their hundreds?   
 

In Kommandant Danie Theron,  J. H. Breytenbach tells how, 

prior to the outbreak of war, an attorney from Krugersdorp, 

D. J. S. (Danie) Theron went to Pretoria with his friend, J. P. 

(Koos) Jooste, a cycling champion, to ask the Transvaal 

Government to allow them to raise a cycling corps.   
 

They had to use considerable persuasion before their idea 

was accepted as horses had always sufficed in the past.   

Theron's notion was to use bicycles wherever possible  
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in order to save horses for actual combat.  During an inter-

view with Commandant-General Piet Joubert and President 

J. P. S. Kruger, Jooste pointed out that a horse must sleep 

and eat, while a bicycle needed only oil and a pump before 

it was ready for action.  The General jocularly added that it 

did not even bite or kick!  Jooste also explained how the 

problem of punctures could be solved by the placing of a 

piece of untanned leather between the tube and tyre,  which 

information later gave the Boers a considerable advantage 

over the enemy cyclists who were frequently inconvenienced 

by punctures caused by thorns on the rough tracks of the 

South African veld.  
 

The assent to form the Wielrijders Rapportgangers Corps 

was given after a race from Pretoria to the Crocodile River 

bridge, a distance of 46 miles (75 km), between the cham-

pion cyclist, Koos Jooste, and a certain Martiens on horse-

back, which Jooste won.  

Danie Theron immediately started to advertise in news-

papers on the Witwatersrand for young men to join his 

corps.  He sent out trusted associates to select reliable 

men, drawing his recruits from young, well-educated mem-

bers of the upper classes.  When finally established, the 

WielrijdersRapportgangers Corps consisted of one hundred 

and eight men  and was divided into seven  sections,  each 

under a lieutenant responsible to Captain Theron.  
 

The following were sent out to different districts on the 19th 

September, 1899:  8 men under Jan Niehaus to Waterberg,  

17 men under S. de Kock to Soutpansberg, 18 men under 

C. Maartens to Lichtenburg, 16 men under G.F. Mynhardt to 

Wakkerstroom, 16 men under H.H. van Gass to Vryheid, 14 

men under KlaasJooste to Zeerust, and 18 men (leader's 

name omitted) to Bloemfontein.  
 

Each man was supplied with a bicycle, short trousers, a  

revolver and, where deemed necessary, a light carbine.  In 

March 1900, a man named Frazer was sent to  Pretoria to 

obtain desperately needed binoculars, tents, tarpaulins, and 

wire cutters.  
 

The short trousers and carbines seem not to have been 

used.  No photographs of Boer cyclists wearing or using 

them have been found.  

British cyclists carried rifles on their bicycles as can be seen 

in the photograph of the Rand Rifles.  
 

On the British side, an enterprising officer, Colonel George 

Knox who, during the war commanded the cycling section of 

the artillery at Ladysmith, had before the war endeavoured 

to make cycling a part of the training at Aldershot. Conse-

quently several cycling corps were ready for action when the 

war broke out.  
 

There were the City of London Imperial Volunteers (CIV)  as 

well as two battalions of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers that were 

sent to South Africa.  Several local regiments made use of 

cyclists, such as the Rand Rifles, raised at the end of 1900, 

who had a form for the requisition of a horse, a cart, or a 

bicycle.  The Cape Cycle Corps, formed in January 1901, 

was 500 strong.    A Town Guard pay list for parades of the 

period April/May 1901 (26 Company Cyclists) indicates that 

Cape Town also had cyclists, as did Kimberley with its Cycle 

Corps, 'A' Company, consisting of 102 men, who did sterling 

work during the Siege of Kimberley.   The Durban Light   

Infantry consisted of 476 men of whom 31 were cyclists. 
 

From Rhodesia, the cyclist  'E'  Troop of the  Southern Rho-

desian Volunteers came with Colonel H.C.O. Plumer's relief 

column to Mafeking, and throughout the war, there were 

always cyclists with the British troops.  At one stage three 

per cent of the active British forces consisted of cyclists. 
 

The main duty of the cyclist corps was despatch-riding, 

but they were used for a variety of different tasks as the 

need arose.  A commander usually had two cyclists as his 

orderlies to carry his messages.  Cyclists would often ride 

ahead to act as a link between the cavalry and infantry, 

and would, at times, ride ahead to reconnoitre suitable 

roads for the transport wagons and then ride back again 

to direct them.  They were also used for reconnaissance 

of camping grounds for the regiments, and sometimes 

stayed behind to attend to the sick who were being trans-

ferred to hospital.   

Even during an assault, it was usual to find a cyclist or two 

with the leading ranks ready to carry messages. The cyclists 

were usually at their busiest carrying mail, telegrams, des-

patches, money, stores, and even groceries in their Alpine 

rucksacks whenever a camp was established near a large 

town.    
 

Boer cyclists proved very useful in the patrolling of the   

Swaziland border where there was some apprehension that 

'the natives' would cause trouble, whereas British cyclists 

patrolled the railway lines in the North-western Cape where 

dissident Dutch could have caused problems.  
 

A special 'War Cycle' was built for use on railway lines, and a 

prototype of this 8-man bicycle can be seen at Fort Klapper-

kop Museum. It was introduced into South Africa by the 

Royal Australian Cycle Corps and had a detachable rim 

which was fitted to the pneumatic tyres, enabling it to be 

used on rails.  When the rim was removed the bicycle could 

be used on normal roads.  These cycles were used for re-

connaissance, for carrying despatches, checking the railway 

line for demolition charges, and also for removing the 

wounded from a skirmish taking pace near a railway. 
(Photo in next issue) 

'VrystaatseRapportrijders'.  (War Museum, Bloemfontein) 

Rand Rifles.  Most British cyclists were dressed and equipped 
as the  central figures.    (Africana Museum) 
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QLD  Boer  War  Association 

Committee is selling signed 

copies of Dave’s books  

Part One    =   $65.00 

Part Two    =   $45.00 

Part Three  =   $89.00   (Hard 
cover)  and                       

(Soft cover)     $69.00 
 

We can order the books for 
you, and there will be no 

postage to pay. 

Quality Australian-made NBWMA Tie 

is available for sale  

Save postage by buying from the 

Treasurer,                                       

Boer War Association Queensland.  

(address below)  
 

$25.00 each    (Save $3.00 postage) 

Boer War 

Memorial 

Prints 

$10.00 each 

 FOUND 

A  Brooch       
was  found  

at the   

Flame  of  

Remem-

brance  

on  27th 

May, 2018. 
 

 

Please      

contact    

address   

below 

CARVINGS from the VELDT - Part Three 
Rifle carvings from the Anglo-Boer War  1899-1902 

  
The book contains all new material - another 346 pages (A4 
size) in full glossy colour featuring 338 more rifles, carbines 
and handguns - all with the names or initials of Boers and sol-
diers (mostly Australians and New Zealanders).  Also a selec-
tion of swords, bayonets, bandoliers, ammo, medals and a 
large selection of unit badges worn by both sides - British, Co-
lonial and Boers. 
  

This book is available in both Hard cover and Soft-Card 
cover. 
 

Prices:       Hard Cover         =        $89.00       
                   Soft Card Cover  =        $69.00         
 

 Plus postage: 1 book  = $13.00,      
                          2 books  = $17.00  (overseas to be advised). 
  

Email:     david.george7@bigpond.com                          
Phone:    02  6676 4320   (9.00 am to 5.00 pm) 
 

 When you order, please advise your Postal address and if you re-

quire author to sign your copy?   Payment:  Bank  deposit, paypal + 

3.4% paypal fee - OR - money order or cheque (for paypal please 

use my email address). 

 

  
 

BOER  WAR  in Memory  MEDALLION 

$44.50 posted 

1.  Pay by cheque/money order: -        

Make payable to   Reserve Forces  

        Day  Council Inc 

2.  Direct Deposit: -    Account Name:  -  

 Reserve Forces Day Council Inc         

BSB: 182 512                                  

Account No:  9627 59965       Please 

ensure your name is on the deposit 

and send me an email with your name, 

address and details of the purchase. 

Major Frank Woodhams OAM ED Retd 

Reserve Forces Day Council Inc 

3/800 Military Road, Mosman NSW 2088 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Shaun Winson, Chairman of  

SAMVOA Qld & Northern 

Territory  with MAJGEN 

Professor John Pearn AO 

GCStJ RFD (Retd),              

Patron of BWAQ 

Laurie Forsyth 

Mike Hayes  and  Dave Berry 

Onverwacht Memorial  
 

7th February, 2019 
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