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Welcome to our third Queensland Newsletter of 2019, of the current Executive Committee.  Since our last 
newsletter, a lot has happened, such as the AGM (Annual General Meeting) followed by the planning and co-
ordination of the ‗Boer War Seminar – 2019‘. 

For the past two years, we have focused on evolving from the building of a memorial to an Association com-
mitted to maintaining the memory and history of the Boer War;  the focus being descendants and supporters 
of the Boer War, to honour our ‗Fathers of ANZACs‘; thus ensuring their legacy lives on.  We also honour our 
forefathers from Southern Africa, UK, and all other colonies of the British Empire, who took part in the Boer 
War.  To achieve this, we have involved the Scouts, Cadets and Schools.  It is a long process, requiring    
intense dedication and belief in our objectives. 

To date, we have had two very successful years.  We have managed to plan, co-ordinate and conduct two 
very successful ‗Boer War Day Commemoration Services‘ in ANZAC Square.  The first, 2018, was held at the 
‗Shrine of Remembrance‘ and this year, 2019, at the ‗Boer War Memorial‘ (‗The Scout‘).  We have also man-
aged to have two very successful Seminars.  Last year, around 70 people attended, and extra chairs had to 
be brought in. Last year‘s theme was entitled ‗The Good, The Bad and The Ugly‘ of the 2nd Anglo-Boer War.  
Comments made suggested it was well received. 

This year‘s seminar was held at the Sherwood-Indooroopilly RSL Sub-Branch, on Sunday 22nd September, 
2019, at 2:00 pm.  Unfortunately, attendance was down at 34 in total, disappointing when compared to last 
year‘s attendance.  However, between 15 and 20 apologies were received.  This year‘s theme broke from the 
traditional theme to something more light-hearted, and was entitled ‗Music, Poetry and Art‘ of the 2nd Anglo-
Boer War, and included the following items:  
 

‗Art’: 

 ‗Names and Stock Art on Boer War rifles‘ – presented by Dave C George 
 

‗Poetry‘: 

 ‗On the Trek‘ by Banjo Patterson – recital by Owen Corry 

 ‗Johnny Boer‘ by Banjo Patterson – read by Jed Millen 

 ‗Jock‘ by Banjo Patterson – read by Joe McGhee (‗Piper Joe‘) 

 ‗IF‘ by Rudyard Kipling – read by Jennie Jones 

 ‗Remember the Horses‘ by MAJ Mary-Ann Martinek – read by Jennie Jones 
 

‗Music, Poetry and Legacy’: 

 ‗Waltzing Matilda‘ by Banjo Patterson - Gordon Bold 

 ‗The Absent Minded Beggar‘ by Rudyard Kipling –Video by Malcolm Stewart and Bill Reynolds 

  An introduction to some Afrikaner (Boer) Poets of the 2nd Anglo-Boer War – Gordon Bold 

 ‗Sarie Marais‘ by Jacobus Petrus Toerien – Gordon Bold 
 

Concluded with: 

 A rendition of some ‗Boere Musiek‘ (Afrikaner music) - by Bruno Rabie and his miniature harmonica. 
 A rendition of ‗Amazing Grace‘ followed by ‗Waltzing Matilda‘ on the bagpipes - by Joe McGhee 

(‗Piper Joe‘). 

 Cont. 
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Reflecting on comments made by many who attended this year‘s seminar, it would seem the seminar was 
well received and thoroughly enjoyed.  It was a lot of fun. 

 

It was proposed and unanimously agreed by the Executive Committee, at a meeting held on the 
4th July, 2019, at the Kedron-Wavell RSL, that Fr. Geoff Reeder be created an ‗Honorary Life 
Member‘.  Fr. Geoff was extremely honoured and thrilled at the prospect of being nominated.  
Over the years, Fr. Geoff has been involved with the NBWMA (QLD) and now BWAQ.   
 

He has been the Padre at most, if not all, Boer War Day Commemoration Services, as well as the 
Onverwacht Commemoration services.  On many occasions, he has been on various pilgrimages 
and church commitments out west, but has, to his credit, always been able to work around his 
schedule to support our cause, by attending and conducting the spiritual side of the aforemen-
tioned Memorial Services. 

 

This year‘s AGM was held at the Sherwood-Indooroopilly RSL Sub-Branch, on Sunday 25th August, 2019.  
Prior to the AGM, nomination forms and proxy forms were sent out to members via email and ‗snail-mail‘ as 
Part 2 of our last BWAQ newsletter.  Our last newsletter was larger than normal and was thus split into two 
parts:  Committee Newsletter - Volume 12, No. 2 - July 2019 Part 1, and Committee Newsletter - Volume 
12, No. 2 - July 2019 Part 2. 
 

Sadly, other than the Executive Committee and our much esteemed Patron, who kindly attended in support, 
exactly four people attended the AGM.  Three of these were members: two Australians and one South Afri-
can. The fourth person who attended is not a member, but is very much associated with Southern Africa 
and interested in the history of Southern Africa. The disappointing attendance figures were intensified by 
the fact that no nomination or proxy forms were received. 
 

Unfortunately, this would seem to reflect a total lack of interest in ensuring that BWAQ‘s objectives and the 
legacy of the ‗Fathers of ANZACs‘ lives on.  Especially so, when one considers the fact that most Austra-
lians, in particular the younger generation, know little to nothing about the 2nd Anglo-Boer War (South      
African War);  or even the fact that the 2nd Anglo-Boer War was the first major conflict.  All the Australian 
Colonies, and then the newly formed Commonwealth of Australia, as the Boer War spanned Federation.  
Most don‘t even realise it was the largest BEF (British Expeditionary Force) deployed on overseas opera-
tions up to that date. 
 

Australian Boer War veterans are affectionately termed ‗Fathers of ANZACs‘, a term not lightly given,        
especially when one considers that one in six Australian Boer War veterans also served in WWI.  All senior 
Australian WWI officers, with the exception of General Sir John Monash GCMG KCB VD, were veterans of 
the Boer War. 
 

I firmly believe the objectives of BWAQ should not die, and the legacy of our ‗Fathers of the ANZACs‘ must 
live on.  Our younger Australian generations need to know their history. Sadly, many may have some 
knowledge of WWI and naturally WWII, but in most cases are totally oblivious to the 2nd Anglo-Boer War.  I 
firmly believe that the 31st of May ‗Boer War Day‘ should be recognised, remembered and memorialised 
throughout Queensland, in fact the whole of Australia, in a similar model to 11th November ‗Remembrance 
Day‘..  
 

This is not glorifying war, as many may believe;  it is a means of ensuring we know and understand our 
roots, and what our forefathers sacrificed for us, so that we may live as we do today, and hopefully, avoid 
such conflict in the future. 
 
At the AGM, due to the disappointing attendance, those present re-elected the current Executive Commit-
tee, who have accepted and agreed to continue for another year.  However, Miles Farmer OAM stood down 
and has been replaced by Helen Underwood.  Our Secretary, Pierre van Blommestein, has given notice 
that this will be his last year and he will not be available for re-election next year.  I have also indicated that 
due to health issues and other commitments, this may have to be my last year in office.  Our Treasurer, 
Jennie Jones is in a very similar position. 
 
The BWAQ (Boer War Association Queensland) Committee: 
 

  Mr Gordon Bold – Chairman. 

  Rev Pierre van Blommestein – Secretary. 

  Mrs Jennie Jones – Treasurer (Editor and Researcher). 

  Ms Helen Underwood. 
Gordon Bold 

Queensland Chairman 
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2nd Anglo-Boer War Veterans - RAN Pioneers…   
By: - Gordon Bold  

 

Veterans of  the Boer War to Pioneers of  the Royal 
Australian Navy:  Cont. 

 
 

Naval Brigade - HMS Powerful: 

Captain Percy Scott of HMS 
Terrible, first improvised 
timber static siege mountings 
for two 4.7-inch (120 mm) 
guns from the Cape Town 
coastal defences, to counter 
the Boers' ‘Long Tom’ and 
later, Captain Scott duly im-
provised field carriages for a 
pair of HMS Terrible’s 4.7-inch (120 mm) and 12-pounder guns. 

 

After a request from Lieutenant-
General George White, commander 
of the forces at Ladysmith for long-
range artillery, HMS Powerful ferried 
all four guns to Durban, arriving in 
Durban on 29th November. 
 

The action of HMS Powerful’s Naval 
Brigade reads very much like a ‘fairy 
tale’.  Ladysmith was at the point of 

exhaustion, with all its troops engaged and no big guns anywhere 
to be seen to take on the ‘Long Tom’ assault by the Boers from 
Pepworth Hill. The whole scenario paints one of being very close 
to utter despair and tragedy.  It was literally at the eleventh hour, 
when the Naval Brigade of HMS Powerful under Captain the 
Hon. Hedworth Lambton entered the scene. 
 

Commonwealth Naval Force: 

Before Federation in 1901, five of the six separate colonies main-
tained their own naval forces for defence. The colonial navies 
were supported by the ships of the Royal Navy's Australian    
Station which was established in 1859.  The separate colonies 
maintained control over their respective navies until 1st March 
1901, two months after the federation when Australian colonies 
were amalgamated to form the ‘Commonwealth Naval Forces’ 
(CNF).  The CNF however, lacked blue-water capable 
ships/vessels.  Therefore, the Australian and New Zealand gov-
ernments agreed with the Imperial government to help fund the 
Royal Navy's Australian Squadron, while the Admiralty commit-
ted itself to maintain the Squadron at a constant strength. 
 

The ‘Australian Squadron’ was the name given to the British na-
val force assigned to the ‘Australia Station’ from 1859 to 1911; 
augmenting the CNF with blue-water defence capabilities with 
the RN.  In fact, the Royal Navy continued to support the CNF 
and later its    successor the RAN with extended blue-water de-
fence capabilities up to the early years of WWII. 
 

The Australia Station was initially under British, later Australian, 
naval command, commanded by the Commander-in-Chief, re-
sponsible for the waters around the Australian continent. In 1902, 
the commander of the Australia Station was upgraded from Rear-
Admiral to the rank of Vice-Admiral. The boundaries were again 
modified in 1908.  On 10th July 1911, King George V granted the 
title of  ‘Royal Australian Navy’ (RAN) to the CNF. 
 

Vice-Admiral George Fowler King–Hall RN, was the last Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Australia Station.  Sir George King-Hall 
concluded his duties in Australia in October 1913, after which the 
office of Commander-in-Chief of the Australia Station was made 
redundant by the newly created RAN position of Rear-Admiral 
Commanding HM Australian Fleet.   Rear-Admiral George Patey 
RN was the first Rear-Admiral Commanding HM  Australian  

Cont. 

Fleet.  He was awarded a Knight Commander of the Royal Victo-
rian Order on his flagship HMAS Australia, when King George V 
visited the Australian Fleet at Spithead on 30th June 1913 to review 
the fleet and watch them depart for Australia. He was promoted 
to Vice-Admiral on 21st September, 1914.  He remained in com-
mand of the RAN from 1913 to 1916 and succeeded by a string 
of senior officers of the RN. 
 

HMS Powerful - Flagship of the Australian Station – Pioneer 
of the RAN: 
 

After the ‘Relief of Ladysmith’ 28th February 1900, the Naval  Bri-
gade from HMS Powerful departed Ladysmith on 7th March 1900 
and arrived at Simonstown on the 12th March 1900.  HMS Power-
ful left Simonstown three days later and arrived at Portsmouth on 
11th April.  After a lengthy refit, the ship was placed in reserve 
until 1905 when HMS Powerful became the flagship of the Aus-
tralia Station under the command of Captain Lionel Halsey as flag 
captain to Vice-Admiral Sir Wilmot Fawkes RN as Commander- 
in-Chief Australia Station. 
 

HMS Powerful, a 
veteran of the Boer 
War, was the Flag-
ship of the ‘Australia 
Station’ and there-
fore a Boer War 
veteran; a pioneer 
flagship of what was 
to later become the 
RAN. 
 

Creer Twins - Veterans of the 2nd Anglo-Boer War &         
Pioneers of the RAN: 
 

Reginald Charles (Ferrers) Creer (1881-1958), and Herbert Victor 
Creer (1881-1969), were born on 21st September 1881 at Watsons 
Bay, Sydney, twin sons of Joseph Creer, a Manx mariner, and his 
second wife Sarah Needham, née Ferrers, a South Australian.  
They were educated at Sydney Boys' 
High School. 
 

The Creer twins, began their naval 
careers in 1894 at the age of 13, when 
they became midshipmen in the 
newly formed Naval Brigade of 
NSW.  Fifty years later Post WWII, they were still naval officers.  
In 1900, Reginald was promoted to Sub-Lieutenant in the NSW 
Brigade, and went off to the Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901).  In 
January 1902 he went to the South African War as a captain with 
the 3rd Battalion Australian Commonwealth Horse, but saw no 
action.  His transfer to the Commonwealth Naval Forces (CNF) 
was back-dated to 1st January 1901. 
___________________________________________________ 
General Sir Ian Standish Monteith Hamilton GCB GCMG DSO TD (1853-1947), 

he saw action in the 1st Anglo-Boer War and was wounded in the wrist,   
severely damaging his left hand at the Battle of Majuba (1881), where the 
Boers mauled the British, thus resulting in  the 1st Anglo-Boer War to a close…   

Colonel Geoffrey Grimwood, a veteran of much combat in India… 
Field Marshal John Denton Pinkstone French, 1st Earl of Ypres, KP, GCB, OM, 

GCVO, KCMG, ADC, PC (28 September 1852 – 22 May 1925)… 
The Imperial Light Horse was raised by the British in Johannesburg (Transvaal 

Republic) on 21st September 1899 for service in the 2nd Anglo-Boer War.  Its 
initial strength was 444 officers and men.  It was informally known as the 
‘Reformers Regiment’ as many of its officers served on the ‘Reform Commit-
tee’.  It was known more commonly as the ‘Uitlander Regiment’ by the Trans-
vaal Government and Boer Commandos.  After the successful raising of the 
siege of Ladysmith the Imperial Light Horse joined the Mafeking Relief Col-
umn and was the first to enter the town on the night of 16th-17th May 1900… 

Apparently, according to ‘Military History Encyclopaedia’, Colonel Grimwood 
panicked under fire, thus leading him to lose control of the situation…  

In the Royal Navy, bluejacket refers to sailors; enlisted member of the navy 
ranked below warrant officers and commissioned officers but may include 
petty officers and chief petty officers… 

The 4.7 guns in Ladysmith were ‘platform mounted’… 

Gun on static siege mounting, 

Naval brigade with a 
"Long Twelve" in Natal 

HMS Powerful - Flagship of the Australian 

The Creer twins aged 80 
ANZAC Day reunion 1972 

https://www.navyhistory.org.au/twins-were-pioneers-of-the-ran/
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The 4.7 inch naval gun, dubbed 'Joe Chamberlain', in honour of the British 
Colonial Secretary. "Onlookers were told by the naval gunners that ‘Old Joey’ 
would kill every man within 150 yards of where his shells struck." However, in 
reality this was not the case as the bombardment that targeted the hill did 
not have the results claimed… 

These improvised carriages lacked recoil buffers and hence in action drag 
shoes and attachment of the carriage by cable to a strong point in front of 
the gun was necessary to control the recoil. They were manned by Royal 
Navy crews and required up to 32 oxen to move… 

Admiral Sir George Fowler King–Hall, KCB, CVO (1850-1939) was a senior offi-
cer of the Royal Navy.  He was the second surviving son of Admiral William 
King-Hall.  His younger brother was Admiral Sir Herbert King-Hall… 

Admiral Sir George Edwin Patey KCMG, KCVO (24 February 1859 – 5 February 
1935) was a senior officer in the Royal Navy; he entered the Royal Navy as a 
cadet on 15th January 1872, aged 12.  His father, also named George Edwin 
Patey, was also a Royal Navy officer… 

Admiral Sir Lionel Halsey, GCMG, GCVO, KCIE, CB, ADC (1872-1949) was born in 
London, the fourth son of Sir Thomas Frederick Halsey, 1st Baronet.  In the 2nd 
Boer War he commanded a battery of naval guns in the Defence of Lady-
smith.  In September 1918 he returned to sea in the battle cruiser HMAS 
Australia in command of the 2ndBattlecruiser Squadron of the Grand Fleet.  
HMAS Australia Ordered by the Australian government in 1909, she was 
launched in 1911, and commissioned as flagship of the fledgling Royal Aus-
tralian Navy (RAN) in 1913. HMAS Australia was the only ‘capital 
ship’ (generally a leading or primary ship in a naval fleet) ever to serve in the 
RAN.  Prior to being in command of HMAS Australia, he was in command of 
HMS New Zealand the sister ship of HMAS Australia… 

Admiral Sir Wilmot Hawksworth Fawkes, GCB, KCVO (22 December 1846 – 29 
May 1926).  He was a senior Royal Navy officer appointed Commander-in-
Chief, Australia Station in 1905 became Commander-in-Chief, Plymouth in 
1908 and retired in 1911… 

___________________________________________________
  

Likewise, Herbert apparently also changed uniform for the Boer 
War.  He and Reginald were officers in Australian Commonwealth 
Horse Battalions.  After the Boer War, between May 1902 and 
August 1905, he made three voyages in the square-rigged ‘Mount 
Stewart’.  On 30th December 1907, he married Hon. Veronique 
Lilian Violet Greville, daughter of the 2nd Baron Greville. 
 

Between 1907 and 1911, the Creer Twins obtained their mates' 
and masters' certificates for foreign-going steamships.  Late in 
1911 as sub-lieutenants, they were among the first group of 12 
officers selected to form the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) and a 
year later were made lieutenants.  Herbert was appointed as navi-
gating officer to HMAS Yarra, while his brother had the same job 
in HMAS Parramatta.  During WWI, they served in the cruisers, 
HMAS Melbourne and HMAS Pioneer.    
 

Remarkably, the twins had parallel careers as naval officers, begin-
ning in the very first ships delivered to the RAN in 1911, includ-
ing simultaneous command of Australian warships.  For a period 
of 11 weeks in 1921, they had command of sister ships of the 
RAN’s destroyer flotilla, HMAS Success and HMAS Swordsman, 
a record equalled by only one other set of brothers, Captain G.J. 
and Commander A.A. Willis, who commanded two Australian 
Daring Class destroyers. 
 

After the War, Herbert had three years as Captain of the destroyer 
ANZAC, taking over from his brother Reginald when he was 
appointed to command the training ship, Tingira, before being 
demobilised in 1926, at the ages of 45.  
For the next 14 years, Herbert commanded a private yacht in  
Britain, while Reginald was master of a merchant ship on the 
China Coast. 
 

At the age of 58, in 1940, Reginald and Herbert joined the Royal 
Navy (RN) as Commanders, and were given assignments in South 
East Asia.  Reginald had command of a Gunboat Flotilla on the 
China Station, and Herbert had the Gunboat Command in Shang-
hai. Reginald was captured when Japan entered the War, and 
spent the rest of the campaign in Japanese POW camps. 

*** End of Document *** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to M. Hayes and J, Jones for the photos.  Unfortunately, some 
were not clear enough to  print.     Also grateful thanks to Gwen, Trevor, 
Terry, Ian, Mike, Bruno, Ann and Helen for their help cleaning up. 

It is only in adversity that we come to know whether we have 
made real progress in goodness.    St. Anthony of Padua (1195-1231) 
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Dave George - ‘Names and Stock Art on Boer War rifles’ presentation  

BWAQ Seminar 
22nd September 

2019, at Sherwood- 
Indooroopilly  RSL 

Sub-branch. 
 

Names of  

participants listed on 

page 1. 

Many thanks to all 

who participated, 

attended, and helped 

with clearing up.  JJ 
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Private Rogie McFadzen  
 

Fergus George (Rogie) McFadzen, was 

born on the 11th March, 1881, in 

Nebo, 70 km south west of Mackay. 

Rogie was the fourth child of John 

McFadzen, an immigrant from Glen-

luce, Wigtownshire, Scotland. John, 

the owner of the Mt Flora copper 

mine, insisted his children receive an 

education, so Rogie attended the 

Nebo provisional school from February 1885 until July 

1894.  Despite his forced education, by the age of four-

teen, when he started work on Plumtree station, he was 

an accomplished bushman, familiar with the customs 

and language of the local aborigines. 
 

Early in 1900, he set off with a herd of horses destined 

for sale to the Queensland army in Brisbane.  At a loose 

end when his droving duties ended, Rogie travelled to 

Enoggera where he enlisted in the Fourth Queensland 

Contingent on the 8th May, 1900, and was posted to 'G' 

Company with the rank of Private and regimental num-

ber of 358.  He put his age up by two years to enlist as 

he had just turned 19. 
 

His uniform consisted of khaki field service jacket, 

pants, puttees, hat, field service cap, greatcoat and 

boots as well as underwear, shaving gear and cleaning 

equipment. Cartridge belts and braces, and saddler 

were also supplied.  Recruits were allowed to keep their 

own horses.  His Martini-Henry Rifle and bayonet was 

not issued until he arrived in South Africa. His pay re-

cords show he was paid 4s/6d per day.  Of this amount 

he drew one shilling and the balance was paid by allot-

ment to his mother Mrs Esther McFadzen. 
 

The Fourth Contingent was the first Regiment of Imperial 

Bushmen raised in Queensland. (QIB)  Recruits were 

required to be good shots, good riders, and experienced 

practical bushmen, and to have good eyesight and hear-

ing and sound health.  To be aged between 21 and 38 

years, with a minimum chest measurement of 34 

inches, and height between 5ft 6 inches and 5ft 11  

inches, with weight not over 11 stone 10 pounds, and 

be able to pass a physical examination and preferably 

be unmarried.  The unit consisted of 20 officers, 1 Medi-

cal Officer, 1 Veterinary Officer and a Chaplain, 61 

N.C.O's and 305 privates with 150 draught and 400 rid-

ing horses. 
 

The horses of the 4th Contingent plus an additional 62 

horses left camp with their handlers at intervals of thirty 

minutes from 4 am on Thursday, the 17th of May. The 

remainder of the officers and men proceeded to Queen's 

Wharf to take part in a march down Queen Street before 

boarding the steamer „Otter‟ for the trip to Pinkenba. 

Embarkation on the steamer Manchester Port was com-

pleted before dark and she anchored mid river over 

night before sailing from Brisbane on the 18th May 

1900. They arrived at Beira in Portuguese East Africa 

(Mozambique) on the 14th June then proceeded to Port   

Elizabeth in Natal where they arrived on the 20th. 

After a change of orders, they sailed for Cape Town 

where they disembarked on the 23rd June, 1900.  After 

a short rest at Maitland Camp, they travelled by train to 

Pretoria in Transvaal and joined General Hamilton's 

force. 
 

On the 13th July their first casualty, Pte Duggan, was 

shot dead while on patrol at Honen's Nek. They saw 

action again at De Waggen Drift on the 16th. The next 

day the QIB were acting as the Division advance guard 

when the Boers opened fire from the cover of a kopje 

at a range of 200 yards. The first volley did not cause 

any causalities but hit over 30 horses. In the engage-

ment that followed, Trooper Gardiner was wounded 

and Sergeant Maxwell was shot dead when going to his 

assistance. Fighting continued almost every day until 

the Boers made a stand at Bronkhorstpruit on the 

22nd July. They shelled the column as they broke camp 

in the morning, from an entrenched position on a 

kopje. The engagement turned into an artillery duel.  By 

the end of the day, the division had captured a large 

number of prisoners and wagons but the Boers escap-      

ed with their guns intact. 
 

From the 23rd July to the 20th August, after engage-

ments at Honen's Nek and Zilikat's Nek, they chased 

De Wet's force from Commando Nek through Zeekoe-

Heok and Oliphant's Nek up the Maghatie's Valley to 

Rustenburg to the west of Pretoria. Hamilton's force 

then advanced towards Warmbad and skirmished at 

Krokodil Drift, before returning to Pretoria on the 28th 

where they remained in camp at Daspoort until the 

10th September.  On the 31st August, while in camp, 

Rogie was sentenced to 7 days imprisonment by his 

commanding officer. [Re: RO 32/12] 
 

A detachment joined General French's eastern move-

ment, and the remainder joined General Ridley's Col-

umn under the command of Col Hickman.  From the 

15th to the 23rd September, they were again involved 

in operations around Maghatie's Valley and in a skir-

mish at Zandfontein, and on the 25th Pte Clancy was 

killed and Lt Higson was seriously wounded. On the 

28th Pte Young and Pte Hilder were killed in action. 
 

They continued operations around Rustenberg until the 

15th of October, when they joined General Plumer's 

Column at Jericho where Pte Lynd died from wounds 

received previously.  On the 18th, they moved camp to 

the Waterval district north of Pretoria.  On the 21st with 

'G' Company as advance guard, they captured a Boer 

column with 12 men, 13 rifles, 7 wagons and women 

and children as well as 1300 head of cattle and 1700 

sheep. The 22nd saw them surprise and capture a 

Boer laager of 40 men. They left one wagon with the 

women and children, burned the rest and took another 

500 head of cattle. 
 

On the night of the 23rd October, about 1000 men 

camped at Jericho with a number of Boer prisoners and 

5000 head of captured livestock.  During the night, the 

Boers moved two guns on to a kopje out of reach of the 

camps guns and shelled the camp. "One of our fellows 

was untying his horse bending down at his peg when a 
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shell dropped over his shoulder but did not burst, 

knocking him over and blinding him with dust, but did 

not hurt him.  The Boers dropped 50 shells into us.  

Our entire loss was 1 Kaffir boy and 1 bullock. We put 

this down to defective shells and soft sand, into which 

they sank fairly deep and very few bursting."  (In a  

letter from Lt A Bailey) It is believed the trooper in-

volved was Pte F G McFadzen. 
 

On the 25th, all prisoners were handed over to British 

infantry for escort to Waterval, and the following day 

they left with other British troops for Rustenburg. 

From then until the 14th January 1901, they were in-

volved in continual operations west of Rustenberg on 

Zelons, Kosters, and Eland's Rivers where there were 

several skirmishes with Boer forces, and also at     

Oybrand's Kraal, Roodepoort and Hartebeestfontein. 

They were confronted by increasing resistance from 

the Boers until on the 26th November had a pitched 

battle at Gibrand's Kraal. They saw more action on the 

next two days and several times were engaged by 

heavy artillery fire. They drove them back about two 

miles each day until on the fourth day, the Boers 

stood their ground. 
 

The 29th of November saw the force of barely 2500 

men involved in a heavy engagement at Rhenoster 

Kop, with the commando of Ben Viljoen that num-

bered 4000 all told. The night before, the 4th QIB 

camped about 2  miles from the Boer lines.  At 6 am 

the QIB, the force advance guard, advanced over 

open ground without the sign of a tree or a rock.  The 

Boer advance guard opened fire from the hill crest 

supported by fire from their 'Long Toms', but when the 

Queenslanders continued to advance, the Boers re-

tired with their guns.  After dismounting, 'F' and 'H' 

companies advanced on foot until they reached the 

skyline where heavy fire was opened on them. They 

lay down and crawled to within 300 yards of the     

enemy. 
 

With the Boer riflemen firing from the protection of 

low stone kopjes, the Queenslanders held their posi-

tion without cover for 13 hours. 'G' company ad-

vanced on the right by crawling 300 yards under 

heavy fire. and on their right was the West Riding   

infantry.  On the far left were the New Zealanders, 

Tasmanians, South Australians and Yeomanry, form-

ing a battle line a mile long. A lot of the men were ex-

posed to cross fire from three sides. When the ambu-

lance men tried to recover the wounded the Boers 

fired on the wagons with their Red Cross flags plainly 

visible, causing many causalities amongst the Royal 

Army Medical Corps. 
 

At 1 pm, 'G' company and the Yeomanry were recalled 

from the line to rest until dark and then re-equipped, 

advanced to within 150 yards of the Boer positions 

where they dug in and held the position until dawn. A 

heavy fire was maintained by the Boers until 1.30 am 

when they retreated under the cover of darkness. The 

battle lasted 17 hours, during which the 4th QIB had 

Pte A E Wright killed in action, although the Colonial 

force  lost  about  100  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  

Boer force lost over 300 men. 
 

It is not known when, or if, Rogie was hospitalised as a 

result of the injuries he received at Jericho, but Rogie, 

with a few other invalided members of the 3rd and 4th 

Contingents left South Africa at the end of March and 

returned to Sydney on the 30th April, 1901, on board 

the troopship „Tongariro‟ with the rearguard of the 2nd 

Contingent.  After 38 hours on a train, they arrived at 

Roma Street in Brisbane at 8 am on Friday the 5th 

May. 
 

After undergoing a Medical Board later that day. he 

was discharged in Brisbane on the 17th May 1901, 

medically unfit due to injuries received while on Active 

Service. Dr R Thomson reported he was practically 

blind in his right eye, but as he was in good health, he 

was fit to return to his previous occupation. He was 

presented with the Queen's South Africa Campaign 

Medal (No 266) with the Transvaal, Orange Free State 

and Cape colony clasps. [Discharge certificate and 

medals are currently in the possession of W J 

McFadzen] 
 

As well as the eight men killed in action, Pte Hastie 

was left in Sydney where he died from pneumonia on 

24th May. Pte's Dawes, Meredith, Poole and Bourke 

died in South Africa from Enteric Fever, Mcleod from 

Bronchitis and Butler from Heart disease. [The 4th QIB 

departed from East London on the Britannic on the 5th 

July and arrived in Brisbane on the 5th August 1901. 

The unit was disbanded on the 10th of August.] 
 

Rogie rode the same horse throughout the campaign. 

It was a fine gelding from Oxford Downs Station, called 

Greytail. Greytail was a celebrated outlaw before he 

joined the army, but like all good soldiers became thor-

oughly disciplined and got his rider out of many a tight  

corner. Rogie's one regret was that he had to shoot 

Greytail when leaving for Australia as he would not 

leave him to the tender mercies of the natives. 
 

From an address by Field Marshal Lord Roberts to the 

Colonial Forces at Pretoria on the 13th October 1900: 

"Officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the 

Colonial Forces, overseas and local - It has often been 

my lot to thank men of the Regular Army for work they 

have done, but I never before had the pleasure of 

thanking volunteers for splendid work done in the field 

side by side with regular troops. What you have done 

will never be forgotten by Great Britain" 
 

After his discharge, Rogie was in receipt of a pension 

paid by the British government, but despite the speech 

by Field Marshal Roberts it was cancelled some time 

after Federation. He returned to Nebo where he 

worked at different times as a stockman, scalper, 

miner and drover.  Over the next few years he led a 

wild life until in 1906, he was convicted of cattle steal-

ing and sentenced on 9th October 1906 to two years 

jail with hard labour.  He was sent to HM Penal Estab-

lishment Stewarts Creek, before being transferred to 

HM Prison Brisbane, and finally to HM Penal Establish-

ment, St Helena Island, in Moreton Bay until released 

4th June 1908.  He was married in October 1909. 
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The tall, thin gentleman whom I remem-
ber from my youth could be one of the 
longest surviving members of the 4th 
Queensland Imperial Bushmen.  On 
12th July 1877, his birth is recorded at 
Haddington, East Lothian, Scotland, the 
firstborn child of William Cunningham 
and his wife, Marion Kennedy 
Beveridge. 
As a motherless six year old, Alex en-
joyed visiting the stables of his aunt.  
This  love  translated  later into  driving a 

By June 1912, when he applied to the Queensland  Patri-

otic Fund for financial assistance, he was blind in his right 

eye.  The grant was refused when the trustees found out 

about his conviction for cattle stealing. 
 

His Veterans Affairs Department file, only opened in 

1938, indicates he was in receipt of a Boer War pension 

of 10/6d per week.  Fergus George McFadzen died at the 

age of 62 on his son's farm at East Funnel Creek on the 

12th April 1944, and was buried two days later in a Mac-

kay cemetery. 
 

Les McFadzen - 2010 

*************************************** 

Alexander  Beveridge  Cunningham 
By his granddaughter  Mary E. Metcalfe © 

 
pedlar‟s horse and cart in the developing area of Clifton, Darling 
Downs, around the time the situation deteriorated in South Africa.  
Perhaps his boyhood experiences groomed him in survival tactics that 
would benefit him all through the years. 
 

A man well-known in the Queensland Teachers‟ Volunteer Corps, 
Captain W.H. Halstead, as Alex called him, who was appointed head-
master of the Coorparoo State School in 1885, may have inspired my 
maternal grandfather‟s enlistment during the South African conflict.  
Three Cunningham children were enrolled at Coorparoo on 1st Octo-
ber 1889, just three weeks after the family‟s passage to Sydney on 
The Australasian.   Halstead‟s views were reflected in a meeting at 
Toowoomba, reported by The Brisbane Courier of 3rd March 1896, 
page 4.  It was his belief that if teachers set a good example with drill 
corps, “they would foster in the lads of the colony a respect for the 
Volunteer and Defence Forces, which would bear good results in the 
future.” 
 

Was indeed Alex influenced by this philosophy?  His first pay period as 
No 344, member of „G‟ Company, is noted from 19th April 1900, fol-
lowed by embarkation on The Manchester Port in May 1900.  He did 
not return with others on The Britannic, but arrived home by train from 
Sydney on 3rd May 1901, after The Tongariro berthed there. That ship 
carried one of De Wet‟s captured guns, considered indeed a trophy.  
Imagine the excitement of the Queenslanders arriving home, only to 
find themselves impatiently quarantined on Peel Island, because of a 
shipboard outbreak of measles. The discharge of Private Alex Cun-
ningham, dating from 17th May 1901, showed the term “invalided”. 
 

On resumption of civilian life, what does it take for a man who has 
experienced the horrors of battle conflict to live a long and contented 
life?   This “Soldier of the Queen” apparently knew the answers, for he 
was to live another seven decades after his homecoming to Clifton. So 
many of his fellow Bushmen met an earlier fate. 
 

It was not unusual to see many South African veterans committing to 
marriage within a few years of their return.  On 4th November 1908, a 
joyful Cunningham celebration occurred at “Gladsmuir”, Clifton, when 
Alex married Lillian Violet Slaughter, daughter of “Fortitude” pioneer, 
Edward Slaughter and his wife, Sarah Eliza Slaughter. 

Alex, Vi, their three daughters and one son, became stalwart mem-
bers of the local community on the church, school, musical, cricket, 
and golf scenes. Records indicate that a connection to the South 
African Veterans‟ Association was also maintained. 
 

For pastimes, this general store owner read to his family on Sunday 
nights, never extending over the allocated time, despite family plead-
ings for just one more chapter. The poetry of “Bobbie Burns” also 
gave him great satisfaction. His fingers would pluck the strains of 
“Danny Boy” on his violin, even in his nineties.  Alexandra Headland 
beckoned for their retirement, then Dalby, and finally Toowoomba 
when family support became essential.  My grandparents reached 
the noteworthy milestone of 63 years of married life together. 
 

Conscientiously maintained habits of a rolled oats breakfast; cold 
daily bath; a walk most days; a short nap while home from his store 
for lunch; and the above relaxation measures apparently stood Alex 
in such good stead that he lived to be 97 years old.  In fact, he sur-
vived twenty years more than his younger siblings -- May (Marion 
Jane) and John Beveridge; and his half brother, James Forrest 
Turnbull Cunningham, and half sisters, Winifred and Evelyn.  Death 
came in Toowoomba on 12th September 1974, following surgery to 
repair a broken hip. 
 

In the Garden of Remembrance, Toowoomba, today, can be found 
the last resting place of a canny Scot whose service with the 4th 
Queensland Imperial Bushmen is recognised in the Memorial Wall 
there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALEX CUNNINGHAM  #344 
(Mary‟s Grandfather from Clifton, Queensland) 

 

Alex, saddle up and mount your horse 

In 1900 it‟s time to join the fighting force 

Your country needs your bravery and skill 

Though it‟s not within your nature to kill. 

South Africa seems so far away 

Departure day is the 18th May. 

On the “Manchester Port” a troopship great 

4th Queensland Imperial Bushmen wait 

For their expected battle 

In the Orange Free State. 

21 years old, the criteria met 

Good horsemen, good shots and bushmen yet 

Their task still ahead 

Is „chasing General de Wet‟! 

 

A tribute from Mary Metcalfe – 7 April 2014 © 

(Youthful photo of Alex Cunningham taken from The Queenslander       
of  19 May 1900) 



 

Correspondence and Donations to: -  The Treasurer,  Boer War Memorial Association Qld,  c/o  P. O. Box 1215,  Oxley,  Qld.  4075        9 

Cont

Rhodesian Field Force (RFF) - (2
nd

 Anglo-Boer War):  Gordon Bold     Cont. from last issue 
 

In May 1900, the RFF was strengthened with the arrival of a Canadian Battery, 100 Queensland Mounted Infantry (QMI) 
and 100 BSAP. 
 

These troops were attached to the Rhodesian Field Force (RFF).  Many entered Rhodesia via Portu-

guese East Africa (Mozambique), disembarking at Beira, Mozambique.  However, Australian, New 
Zealand and Imperial Yeomanry Troops faced long delays, due to construction work on the conver-

sion of the rail gauge on the train journey, from Beira to Gondola and then again at Vila Machado 

(now Nhamatanda).  Medical facilities were very primitive in Mozambique (Portuguese East Africa).  
Many soldiers caught malaria which manifested itself as fever, once they arrived in the cooler Eastern 

Highlands of Umtali.  Sixteen burials occurred at Umtali, which included Australians and a New Zea-
lander. 
 

From Umtali, they were sent on by rail to Marandellas (now Marondera), where there was a training 

base and hospital. 
 

From Marandellas, the soldiers travelled to Bulawayo, either by Zeederberg Coach, if they were   offi-

cers, or by ox-wagon and foot if they were other ranks. They travelled through Fort Charter,   Enkel-
doorn  (now Chivhu), Umvuma (now Mvuma), Iron Mine Hill (Ntabasinsimbe), Gwelo (now Gweru) 

and then Bulawayo.  This was a slow journey, taking up to 25 days. 
 

The second wave of units from the Australian colonies, began to arrive in April 1900. This wave con-
sisted primarily of the Bushmen contingents.  The men for these newly raised units, were recruited 

from a wide range of locales and had been primarily funded through either public subscription, or the 

donations of wealthy citizens who wished to be seen as contributing to the war effort.  These units 
were again mounted infantry, and consisted of men with a natural skill at horsemanship, riflery and 

bushcraft; thought to be able to counter the skills of the Boer Commandoes.  The 1st Bushmen     Con-
tingent (NSW), Queensland Citizen Bushmen, South Australian Citizen Bushmen, Tasmanian Citizen 

Bushmen, Victorian Citizen Bushmen, and Western Australian Citizen Bushmen, all landed and 

headed towards Rhodesia in April, 1900. 
 

By May, the Australian contingents numbered over 3,000.  They were involved in the thick of the fighting, including the 
‘Battle of Poplar Grove’ on the 7th March and the ‘Battle of Driefontein’ on 10th March, leading to the Relief of Mafeking 

on 17th May, 1900. 
 

Casualties en route: 
 

Unfortunately, there were casualties en route, as the troops experienced conditions quite unfamiliar to what they were used to.  

There were also casualties along the border with the Transvaal Republic. 
 

The tables below provide a clearer perspective of known casualties en route, including some other associated known casualties 

within Rhodesia… 

 

 

 

Canadians 

Victoria Mounted 
Rifles Riders (VMR) 

Lieutenant-Colonel 

(later Field Marshal) 

Surname Initials Service No. Rank Unit Date of Death Place Notes 

Apps E.R. 12468 Trooper 67th Imperial Yeo-

manry 

(Sharpshooters) 

29th May 1900 Vila Machado 

Mozambique 

Dysentery and 

malaria 

Shaw G.F. 12449 Trooper 67th Imperial Yeo-

manry 

(Sharpshooters) 

29th May 1900 Vila Machado 

Mozambique 

Enteric fever 

 

 

       

Surname Initials Service No. Rank Unit Date of Death Place Notes 

Myers T.W. 46 Trooper NSW Bushmen 25th April 1900 Umtali 

Rhodesia 

Railway accident 

Brent H. 384 Sergeant Victorian Bushmen 15th May 1900 Umtali 

Rhodesia 

Railway accident 

Swan J.C. 584 Private Victorian Mounted Rifles 26th May 1900 Umtali 

Rhodesia 

Suicide, carbolic 

poisoning 

McCarron D. 11088 Saddler 60th Imperial Yeomanry 
(North Irish) 

5th June 1900 Umtali 

Rhodesia 

Dysentery and 

malaria 

Deaths in Mozambique en route: 

Deaths in Umtali, Rhodesia: 
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Pictures courtesy of Dave ‘Magara’ Olsen taken of various graves in Umtali… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Olsen took these photos above a number of years ago, when visiting family in Penhalonga.  The family, being  

members of ‘Legion’, placed poppies on these and other graves on Remembrance Day;  even though associated with     

the 2nd Anglo-Boer War. These graves are in a section of the Umtali (today Mutare) cemetery.  It is believed, the          

local ‘Legion’ still places poppies on these graves. 

 
Notes: 
In 1890 Cecil Rhodes commissioned Zeederberg to survey potential road links into Rhodesia. During the Boer War the Company's resources were placed at 
the disposal of the British Government – Australian, New Zealand, Canadian and Imperial Yeomanry troops were conveyed from Marandellas to Bulawayo in 
order to assist at the relief of Mafeking… 
The Zeederberg Coach Company was a South African horse-drawn mail and stage coach service operating during the late 1800s and early 1900s, and founded 
by four Zeederberg brothers: Lewis, Pieter, Roelof and Christiaan.   
 

The Battle of Driefontein on 10 March 1900 followed on the Battle of Poplar Grove.. 
 

Penhalonga is mining village in the province of Manicaland; Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) located 18 km north of Umtali (now Mutare) in a valley where the 
Tsambe and Imbeza Rivers meet the Mutare River.  The name is derived from the Shona word ‘Panoronga’ meaning ‘the place that shines’… 
 

Realising the serious plight in which men found themselves, three prominent soldiers - Field Marshall Earl Haig (British), General the Rt. Hon. J C Smuts (South 
African, ex-Boer General) and General Sir H T Lukin (South African) - founded the British Empire Service League (BESL) at an inaugural meeting held in the City 
Hall, Cape Town on 21st February 1921.  Over time the BESL has morphed into the South African Legion of the British Commonwealth Ex-Service League (BCEL) 
and in the United Kingdom simply the BCSL and today they are known as the South African Legion or simply ‘The Legion’ and in the UK the Royal Common-
wealth Ex-Services League (RCEL)…  

Franklin D.C. 11262 Trooper 61st Imperial Yeomanry 
(South Irish) 

5th June 1900 Umtali 
Rhodesia 

Dysentery  
and malaria 

Pugh A. J. 12738 Trooper 71st Imperial Yeomanry 
(Sharpshooters) 

8th June 1900 Umtali 
Rhodesia 

Malaria 

Brooker J.R. 12071 Trooper 65th Imperial Yeomanry 
(Leicestershire) 

9th June 1900 Umtali 
Rhodesia 

Dysentery 

Hinton J. 12710 Trooper 71st Imperial Yeomanry  
(Sharpshooters) 

10th June 1900 Umtali 
Rhodesia 

Dysentery 

Blackden H.C.W
. 

4684 Trooper 50th Imperial Yeomanry  
(Hampshire) 

12th June 1900 Umtali 
Rhodesia 

Dysentery 

McCann J. M. 11300 Trooper 61st Imperial Yeomanry  
(South Irish) 

12th June 1900 Umtali 
Rhodesia 

Dysentery 

Stone J. 11289 Trooper 61st Imperial Yeomanry  
(South Irish) 

12th June 1900 Umtali 
Rhodesia 

Dysentery 

Bloom-
field 

J.B. 4693 Trooper 50th Imperial Yeomanry  
(Hampshire) 

12th June 1900 Umtali 
Rhodesia 

Fever and  
sunstroke 

Burden F.H. 4697 Trooper 50th Imperial Yeomanry  
(Hampshire) 

16th June 1900 Umtali 
Rhodesia 

Dysentery  
and malaria 

Dunne A.J. 12469 Trooper 67
th
 Imperial Yeomanry 
(Sharpshooters) 

24
th 

June 1900 Umtali 
Rhodesia 

Dysentery 

Cont. 
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Deaths in Marandellas, Rhodesia- ‘Paradise Plot Cemetery’: 

 

The original tented base camp at Marandellas has been completely built over, but the ‘Paradise Plot Cemetery’ is          

one of the most easily accessible 2nd Anglo-Boer War gravesites in Zimbabwe (formerly Rhodesia). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no evidence that the grave markers are on the correct graves. 

Surname Initials Service No. Rank Unit Date of Death Place Notes 

Hamilton H.C.W. - Captain QMI (Queensland 

Mounted Infantry) 

12th May 1900 Marandellas 

Rhodesia 

Disease 

Shaw A.E. 15507 Trooper 75th Imperial Yeomanry 

(Sharpshooters) 

7th June 1900 Marandellas 

Rhodesia 

Malaria 

Saxon F. 1335 Private NZ Rough Riders 19th June 1900 Marandellas 

Rhodesia 

Disease 

Davis S.E. 4710 Trooper 50th Imperial Yeomanry 

(Hampshire) 

25th July 1900 Marandellas 

Rhodesia 

Blood     

poisoning 

Stevens G.W.N. - Private RFF (Rhodesian Field 

Forces) Hospital              

Marandellas 

28th July 1900 Marandellas 

Rhodesia 

Exhaustion 

Armstrong T.G.B. 11254 Trooper 61st Imperial Yeomanry 

(South Irish) 

7th August 1900 Marandellas 

Rhodesia 

Meningitis 

Kiley J. 418 Private 4th Victorian Bushmen 13th  October 1900 Marandellas 

Rhodesia 

Pneumonia 

Left: - General view of ‘Paradise Plot’ graves in Marandellas; 
Right:- Grave of Captain Hamilton. 

Pictures courtesy of Hugh Bomford… 

Deaths in Bulawayo, Rhodesia:  

Surname Initials Service No. Rank Unit Date of Death Place Notes 

Hambly E.A. 75 Private 3rd West Australian 

Bushmen 

26th  June 1900 Bulawayo 

Rhodesia 

Disease 

McPhee W.J. 67 Trooper 3rdWest Australian 

Bushmen 

2nd  July 1900 Bulawayo 

Rhodesia 

Died of                

anaesthetic 

Hines F.E. 

‘Fanny’ 

 Nursing 

Sister 

Attached   1st Vic-

torian Contingent 

7th  August 1900 Bulawayo 

Rhodesia 

Pneumonia 

Lloyd A.V. 12784 Trooper 71st Imperial Yeo-
manry (Sharpshooters) 

28th  December 

1900 

Bulawayo 

Rhodesia 

Enteric fever 

Millar T.M. 11311 Trooper 61st Imperial Yeo-

manry  (South Irish) 

9th  February 1901 Bulawayo 

Rhodesia 

Enteric fever 
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Deaths in other parts of Rhodesia:   

 

Note: - 
 

We are indebted to Dave ‘Magara’ Olsen, for bringing the apparently forgotten graves at Umtali, which includes     
Australian troops, to my attention and providing much of the information concerning Australian, New Zealand 
and   Imperial Yeomanry troop movement, through Mozambique and Rhodesia. 

Surname Initials Service No. Rank Unit Date of Death Place Notes 

Kelly R. 440 Sergeant. NSW Bushmen 3rd  July 1900 Enkeldoorn 

Rhodesia 

Disease 

Austin T. 11084 Trooper 60th  Imperial Yeomanry  

(North Irish) 

24th  August 1900 Enkeldoorn 

Rhodesia 

Dysentery 

Grey B. 12580 Trooper 70th Imperial Yeomanry 

(Sharpshooters) 

15th  October 

1900 

Fort Victoria 

Rhodesia 

Enteric fever 

Peck W.S. 12793 Trooper 71st Imperial Yeomanry 

(Sharpshooters) 

25th October 

1900 

Fort Victoria 

Rhodesia 

Enteric fever 

Olney C. 12498 Trooper 67th Imperial Yeomanry 

(Sharpshooters) 

28th October 

1900 

Fort Victoria 

Rhodesia 

Enteric fever 

Madden F.J. 11242 Trooper 61st Imperial Yeomanry 

(South Irish) 

18th October 

1900 

Gwanda 

Rhodesia 

Pneumonia 

Walton J.N. 275 QM  

Sergeant 

NSW Bushmen 21st May 1900 Iron Mine Hill 

Rhodesia 

Disease 

Andrew H. N/A Lieutenant 70th Imperial Yeomanry 

(Sharpshooters) 

9th July 1900 Salisbury 

Rhodesia 

Dysentery 

Russell P.B. 12612 Trooper 70th Imperial Yeomanry 

(Sharpshooters) 

3rd December 

1900 

Tuli 

Rhodesia 

Enteric fever 

Guns captured by Col. Grey and the Rhodesian Field Force;                                                                
this unit fought with the Australians for a time.        

Photo submitted by Kevin Alcock. 
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In the early months of the year 

1900, several keen horsemen 

from the Toowoomba, Clifton, 

Allora and Warwick areas re-

sponded to the call to assist 

Mother England in its second 

conflict against the Boers in 

South Africa. Charles Henry 

Riddell of Allora was one such 

person, as was my own grand-

father,  Alexander  Beveridge  

Cont. 

C. H. Riddell was #135 in the Fourth contingent and    
assigned to ―G‖ Company. His official pay sheet at 
Queensland State Archives indicates he was on strength 
from 19 April 1900 to 13 August 1901, following his re-
turn on the Britannic. It would appear he did not sail all 
the way back to Brisbane on that ship and may even 
have made his way back overland, as did some others. 

Telegraph (Brisbane, Queensland: 1872-1947) Wednesday, 
31 July 1901, page 5 

―Returning Troops.  Suffering from Measles, MELBOURNE, 
July 31. 

The returned troops by the Britannic have landed.  They 
were headed by Colonel Kelly and marched through the city 
to the Victoria Barracks, where they were entertained at 
luncheon by the Government.  The men for Queensland, 
New Zealand, and New South Wales resume their voyage 
to Sydney, on the Britannic, which was to have cleared out 
at a late hour last night.  Amongst those on board the trans-
port afflicted with measles is Captain Deacon, of Queen-
sland, and two other Queenslanders, Privates Charles Rid-
dell and John Coleman, are in the Melbourne Hospital, the 
former suffering from fever, and the latter from abscess on 
the liver.‖ (Coleman and Riddell were both 4QIB men).  
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article184148075 

The Brisbane Courier of Tuesday, 24 September 1901, 
page 6, describes the presentation of watches made at 
Hendon to an ―A. Kiddell‖ and George Weatherley, on 
their arrival home.  The name of A. Riddell can be found 
on the monument at Allora, the first town in Queensland 
to erect a Boer War memorial.  I originally thought that 
the ―A. Riddell‖ was meant to be the man who enlisted as 
C.H. Riddell.  However, to my astonishment, the WW1 
record of Andrew Riddell, younger brother of C.H. 
Riddell indicates that Andrew served in the 4th 
Queensland Imperial Bushmen, evidence of which is 
not borne out in 4QIB pay sheets at Queensland 

State  Archives. 

Fast forward several years to 24 May 1917 when the 
Drayton & Toowoomba Cemetery daybook records the 
burial of Charles, aged 39 years.  What had happened in 
the post war years to the 4QIB veteran that his life was 
such a short one? 

In the 1903 electoral roll his parents, Andrew and Mary, 
were enrolled as farmers at Wellcamp.  By 11 October 
1905, Mary‘s burial is noted in the Presbyterian section 
of Drayton & Toowoomba Cemetery, with parents given 
as Thomas Harper and Esther Fannand. One wonders if 
Charles‘s mother had been able to attend her son‘s wed-
ding a month beforehand, registered as 1905/C1895 and 
described below in the newspapers of the day. Queens- 
land Times, Saturday, 16 September 1905, page 16 . 

“Our Rosewood Letter.  

WEDDING BELLS.  On Wednesday afternoon a pretty wed-
ding was celebrated at the residence of the bride's parents 
at Calvert, the contracting parties being Miss Mary Jane    
Loney (second daughter of Mr. A. Loney of that place) and 
Mr. Charles Riddell (of Clifton). The Rev. A. W. King, Rec-
tor of St. Thomas's, North Ipswich, performed the wedding 
ceremony. The bride, who looked very attractive, was given 
away by her father.  She was attired in a pretty white silk 
gown, the skirt made with a gathered frill, with pretty tuck-
ing.   The bodice was nicely trimmed with silk insertion and 
long breast knot of white ribbon. She also wore a coronet of    

orange blossoms, and a handsome embroidered veil. 

 

CHARLES HENRY RIDDELL                                 

- A MAN OF THE DARLING DOWNS - 

 

Cunningham, whose family then operated The Downs 
Store at Clifton, Queensland. 

In continuing  to pursue information on the lives of  al-
most four hundred men and officers who served in the 
4th Queensland Imperial Bushmen contingent, I have 
gathered the following details on two of the sons of  
Andrew Riddell of Hendon, near Warwick. My interest, 
explained best in my original verse below, lay in exam-
ining what quality of lives the Boer War veterans were 
able to experience on their return to Australia, and why 
some survived longer than others. 

TIME AND AGAIN © 

Time and again 
I take up my pen 
To salute 4QIB men. 
Their commitment admired 
They were all hired 
To sail for the war 
To defend English law. 
 

And was it all worth it? 
So many returned 
For work totally unfit 
Broken and spent; 
Yet to others the time was lent 
The will to make a better life 
To seize chances offered 
After the strife 
And to marry women whose loving and giving 
Would make all their lives 
Long worth the living. 
 

The Fourths had sailed from Brisbane on the ―Man-
chester Port‖ on 18th May 1900.  All were required to be 
good horsemen, single, and excellent shots with a rifle.  
Their ―Letters home from the Boer War‖ which can be 
read in the digitised pages of Trove relate the hardships 
endured, and also their views on the country itself.    
Often too, a precise account was given of how mates 
met their deaths. No censorship as to their centres of 
activity existed then apparently. 

 

Bushmen were required to be twenty-one years old.  In 
order to find Charles‘s Riddell‘s actual birth registration 
on 3 April 1878, C1101, a search of ―Biddell‖ was nec-
essary in the Queensland records.  Family information 
supplied on the death of his younger brother, also 
named Andrew, indicated fortunately that their mother 
was the Mary Ann Harper, late Goddard, who had mar-
ried Andrew Riddell in Queensland on 18 June 1877 
(C202). 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article184148075
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Cont. Cont. 

It would appear that her second husband may be the  
person with quite a story found within the digitised news-
papers, before she met up with him.  His name appears 
on the WW2 Nominal Roll as ―Sydney‖ and it is noted he 
spent time at Wagga. 

So what became of Charles‘s brother, Andrew, born 1 
August 1880, and registered 1883/1383 as ―Riddle‖? 
There were also other siblings named Mary (Riddle) and 
Samuel (Riddell) who died as an infant.  How confusing 
that two brothers married two women whose christian 
names were Mary Jane! 

Andrew, a shearer, enlisted as No 736 and a single man 
on 9 December 1914, in the 2nd Light Horse, 2nd Rein-
forcements, aged 34 years and 6 months.  Place of birth 
was given as Pilton, near Toowoomba, and his next of 
kin – C.H. Riddell, Felton Road, Cambooya. 

What is indeed surprising is that Andrew signed as 
having previous service as 1 year and 6 months in the 4th 
Queensland Imperial Bushmen, South Africa.  Further, in 
his National Archives digitised file, the dates of service 
are given as April 24 1900 to August 21, 1901 but there 
are no files relating to an Andrew Riddell as a Boer War 
veteran that I can find.  Did the attestation clerk record 
incorrect information about Andrew when the latter had 
been referring to his older brother?  The fact that there is 
no pay sheet available at QSA for an A. Riddell, causes 
one to wonder what transpired here, as Andrew would 
have been under age at the time of supposed 4QIB ser-
vice. 

In 1919, in Brisbane, Andrew married a war widow, Mary 
Jane Hopp nee Horhmann. Her late husband, Heinrich 
Carl Jacob Hopp, 41st Battalion, was killed in action, as 
his widow below describes. 

The Telegraph, Tuesday, 10 July 1919, page 4, Family   
Notices 

―HOPP. — In sad but loving memory of my dear husband 
and our father, Private H. C. J. Hopp, 41st. Battalion, who 
was killed in action at Messines, 10th June, 1917.  

No one he loved was by his side, 
To hear his last faint sigh; 
Or whisper just one loving word, ' 
Before he closed his eyes. 
No matter how we speak of him, 
His name we oft recall;  
There is nothing left to answer, 
But his photo on the wall. 

Inserted by his loving wife,- Mary Jane, and his five children.‖ 

Family Notices in The Week, Brisbane, Friday, 14 June 
1918, page 16, contain an In Memoriam to Private Hopp 
from his parents-in-law, Mr and Mrs P. Horhmann. The 
same issue shows a separate notice from Mary Jane Hopp, 
listing his children as Ivy, May, Harry, Alfred and Johnnie. 
Mary Jane Riddell‘s death is recorded as Mary Riddell, 
1964/B69616, giving parents as Peter Friedrich Hohrmann 
and Bridget Mullen. 

Private Hopp‘s National Archives of Australia file, Series 
B2455, Barcode 5834130 – Heinrich Carl Jacob Hopp, 
Service No 2318, reveals he had five children on enlist-
ment in Brisbane on 29

th
 June 1916, and was aged 36 

years and 6 months. Beware Queensland BDMs record 
that a man with the same name had married Juliene 
Dorothee Georgina Buchbach in 1873/B3860. 

She was  attended by one bridesmaid (her niece; Miss Ellie 
Rodgers, who was gowned in a voile dress of a pretty shade 
of pink, nicely trimmed with ruched ribbon of the same 
shade, cream coloured insertion, and gold buttons, and 
wore a pretty spray of white flowers in her hair. The bride-
groom was supported by Mr. George  Loney, brother of the 
bride, as best man. At the conclusion of the ceremony the 
guests adjourned to the dining-room where an elaborate 
breakfast was laid out. ― 

Mary Jane Loney was born 7 July 1879 (C6181) to     
parents Absalom Loney and Mary Ann McMurray. 

In the 1908 roll, both Charles Henry and ―Jane Mary‖ 
were shown at the same address as Andrew, ―Edenvale‖, 
Clifton, and they were also there in 1912. It seems likely 
that the Andrew Riddell who was Charles and Andrew 
jnr‘s father, was buried in the Clifton Cemetery in 1912, 
aged 81 years, 

No more is found in print of our 4QIB man till 1917, when 
the Davenport Lodge at Clifton passed a condolence  
motion to his widow on the death of Charles in St Denis‘ 
Private Hospital, Toowoomba. He was, apparently, the 
first member of the lodge to die since it was established 
in 1899.  A certified copy of death registration obtained 
by me indicated cause of death to be an abscess of the 
appendix rupture, and general peritonitis. It confirmed 
that he was born at Allora, and his occupation was that of 
a farmer.  Charles, like so many Boer war veterans, had 
returned to the land.  No children‘s names were listed in 
the column as descendants of Charles and Mary Jane 
Loney. His parents were noted as Andrew Riddell and 
Mary Ann Harper. 

Application for grant of probate to Mary Jane Riddell of 
Felton East, Cambooya, lawful widow and relict of the 
deceased farmer and grazier was advertised in The Bris-
bane Courier of 2 July 1917, page 16. Probate was 
granted in August 1917, with realty and personality of 
£274.  Wonderley & Hall, Solicitors, a name well-known 
in Toowoomba, had acted for Mary Jane Riddell in this 
matter. 

An In Memoriam Notice can be viewed in the year follow-
ing Charles‘s death. His widow referred to herself as 
―Jane‖. 

Darling Downs Gazette, Friday, 24 May 1918, page 

4,Family Notices. 

IN MEMORIAM. - ~~ RIDDELL.- In loving memory of my 
dearly beloved Husband, Charles Henry Riddell, who 
departed this life on May 24th, 1917. 

  Some may think you are forgotten 
  Sometime when they see me smile,  
  But they little know the sorrow 
 That smile hides all the while. 

Inserted by his loving wife, Jane Riddell. 

In 1938  “Mrs C. Riddell (Sydney) was noted as attend-
ing the 50th wedding anniversary celebration at Rose-
wood, of her sister Elizabeth, and her husband Alexander 
Rogers. With the kind assistance of researcher Donna 
Telfer, I was informed that Mary Jane Riddell married 
Sidney Roy Burnett in 1962, No 6941, NSW registration 
district of Hamilton. On the 1954 electoral roll she is 
shown living with Sidney Roy Burnett in the Hunter Val-
ley, and the same in 1958. Her death occurred the same 
year, 35079 registered Kurri Kurri and a photo of her 
headstone can be found on Billion Graves.  
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Private Hopp married Mary Jane Hohrmann in Brisbane 
in 1904/B3054. Mary Jane‘s first husband‘s death, regis-
tered on Queensland BDMs 1922 F4127, as an overseas 
death, shows his parents were H.C.J. Hopp and Juliane 
―Buchback‖. 

Andrew Riddell and his wife Mary Jane continued to re-
side in Brisbane, according to the electoral rolls. Both are 
buried in the Lutwyche Cemetery. Brisbane City Council 
grave-finder indicates Andrew was 73 years old and in-
terred 13 Aug 1956, while his widow lived to be 81 years 
old and was buried on 6 November 1964. 

What began for me as a fact finding mission on one of 
the Downs 4QIB men who served with my grandfather, 
became an interesting journey of the life and times of 
Riddell members in localities familiar to me.  As I am un-
related to any of the Riddell family, this researched infor-
mation is provided in good faith, and not from anecdote, 
as a direction finder for those who may be seeking more 
on the extended families mentioned herein. 

The Queenslander, Saturday             
24 July 1915, page 23 

 

SOURCES: 

Thanks are due to fellow 4QIB researcher, 
Paul Taro Seto, whose great uncle, Victor 
Arthur Hair, was also member #347 of the 
Fourth Queensland Imperial Bushmen, and 
who originally pointed me in the right direc-
tion for Boer War research. 

My own Ancestry personal subscription for 
checking of electoral rolls, South African service on the UK Mili-
tary Campaign Medal and Award Rolls, and Riddell entries for 
births, deaths and  marriages. 

Photograph from The Queenslander of Saturday, 19 May 1900, 
page 938, which contains photos of most of the Queensland 
Imperial Contingent. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18548023 

Charles‘s pay record which is Queensland State Archives copy-
right, can be found at QSA - Item ID 8869, DEF/12 Prev sys-
tem, Microfilm Z4203, page 127. 

Lieutenant Colonel P.L. Murray‘s book – ―Official Records of 
Australian Military Contingents to the War in South Africa‖, 
page 482, published in 1911, for Boer War Nominal Roll.  Also 
at https://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/R1432091. 

C.H. Riddell‘s Boer War records do not come up easily on a 
search at www.naa.gov.au in Series B 4418. Most of the medi-
cal records are held in Melbourne, with the pay sheets for the 
men available at Runcorn, Brisbane. 

Andrew Riddell’s digitised records for WW1 service can be 
found on the National Archives website at B2455 (1914-1920) 
Barcode 8031632; and BP709/11 (1914-1960) M5736 Barcode 
32378957. 
 

Queensland Births, Deaths and Marriages on line https://
www.qld.gov.au/law/births-deaths-marriages-and-divorces/
family-history-research/ 

Toowoomba Regional Council deceased search – 
www.tr.qld.gov.au 

Brisbane City Council grave finder – http://graves.brisbane. 
qld.gov.au 

Trove digitised newspapers on the National Library website-
http://trove.nla.gov.au 

Colin Newport of Allora Historical Society in regard to the     
Riddell family. 
 

Mary E. Metcalfe.    19 July, 2016 

 

     IF 

 by   Rudyard Kipling 
 

 

If you can keep your head when all about you 

Are losing theirs and blaming it on you. 

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 

But make allowance for their doubting too: 
 

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 

Or being lied about, don‟t deal in lies 

Or being hated, don‟t give way to hating. 

And yet don‟t look too good, nor talk too wise. 
 

If you can dream - and not make dreams your master; 

If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim, 

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster, 

And treat those two imposters just the same: 
 

If you can bear to hear the Truth you‟ve spoken 

Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 

And stoop and build „em up with worn-out tools. 
 

If you can make one heap of all your winnings  

And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 

And lose, and start again at your beginnings 

And never breathe a word about your loss: 
 

if you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 

To serve your turn long after they are gone, 

And so hold on when there is nothing in you 

Except the Will which says to them: “Hold on!” 
 

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 

Or walk with Kings - nor lose the common touch, 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 

If all men count with you, but none too much: 
 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute 

With sixty seconds‟ worth of distance run 

Yours is the earth and everything that‟s in it, 

And - which is more - You‟ll be a man, my son! 

 

“To each, there comes in their lifetime a special moment when 

they are figuratively tapped on the shoulder and offered the 

chance to do a very special thing, unique to them and fitted to 

their talents.  
 

What a tragedy if that moment finds them unprepared or un-

qualified for that which could have been their finest hour.” 
 

~   Sir Winston Churchill 

JJ 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18548023
https://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/R1432091
http://www.naa.gov.au
http://www.tr.qld.gov.au
http://graves.brisbane.qld.gov.au
http://graves.brisbane.qld.gov.au
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www.boerwarriflecarvings.net 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Boer  War  Association  Qld   

is selling signed copies of 

Dave’s books  

Part One    =   $65.00 

Part Three  =   $89.00  

    (Hard cover)  and    

(Soft cover)     $69.00 
 

We can order the books for 
you, and there will be no 

postage to pay. 

 

Quality Australian-made NBWMA Tie 

is available for sale  

Save postage by buying from          

the Treasurer,                                       

Boer War Association Queensland.  

(address below)  
 

$25.00 each    (Save $3.00 postage) 

Boer War 

Memorial 

Prints 

$10.00 each 

 FOUND 

A  Brooch       
was  found  

at the   

Flame  of  

Remem-

brance  

on  27th 

May, 2018. 
 

 

Please      

contact    

address   

below 

CARVINGS from the VELDT - Part Three 
Rifle carvings from the Anglo-Boer War  1899-1902 

  
The book contains all new material - another 346 pages (A4 
size) in full glossy colour featuring 338 more rifles, carbines 
and handguns - all with the names or initials of Boers and  
soldiers (mostly Australians and New Zealanders).  Also a 
selection of swords, bayonets, bandoliers, ammo, medals and 
a large selection of unit badges worn by both sides - British,  
Colonial and Boers. 
  

This book is available in both Hard cover and Soft-Card 
cover. 
 

Prices:       Hard Cover         =        $89.00       
                   Soft Card Cover  =        $69.00         
 

 Plus postage:  1 book  = $13.00,      
                           2 books  = $17.00  (overseas to be advised). 
  

Email:     david.george7@bigpond.com                          
Phone:    02  6676 4320   (9.00 am to 5.00 pm) 
 

 When you order, please advise your Postal address and if you re-

quire author to sign your copy?   Payment:  Bank  deposit, paypal + 

3.4% paypal fee - OR - money order or cheque (for paypal please 

use my email address). 

 

  
 

BOER  WAR  in Memory  MEDALLION 

$44.50 posted 

1.  Pay by cheque/money order: -        

Make payable to:   Reserve  Forces  

                            Day  Council  Inc. 

2.  Direct Deposit: -    Account Name:  -     

Reserve Forces Day Council Inc.         

BSB: 182 512   Acct No:  9627 59965       

Please ensure your name is on the 

deposit and send me an email with 

your name, address and details of the 

purchase. 

Major Frank Woodhams OAM ED (Retd) 

Reserve Forces Day Council Inc. 

3/800 Military Road, Mosman  NSW 2088 

ELANDS RIVER SIEGE 
4-16 AUGUST 1900 

 

IN PROUD MEMORY OF MEMBERS OF THE RHODESIAN FIELD FORCE 
WHO DEFENDED THIS POST, IN PARTICULAR THOSE WHO MADE 
THE SUPREME SACFRIFICE, WHOSE BODIES LIE BURIED NEARBY 

 

ERECTED BY 
 

THE RHODESIA ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
AND THE BSA POLICE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION 

DEDICATED 5 AUGUST 2000 
 

RHODESIAN UNITS INCLUDED ELEMENTS FROM 
 

BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA POLICE 
RHODESIA REGIMENT 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

ALTHOUGH SUBJECTED TO EXCEPTIONALLY HEAVY ARTILLERY AND SNIPER 
FIRE, AND IN SPITE OF BEING CALLED UPON TO SURRENDER, THE GARRI-

SON HELD OUT GALLANTLY UNTIL RELIEVED BY TROOPS UNDER BRIGADIER     
GENERALBROADWOOD ON 16 AUGUST 1900 

 
National Women‟s Memorial 

 

Emily Hobhouse 

Speech at the unveiling of the Memorial 

VROUWEN-DAG, DECEMBER 16, 1913. 

"My Friends: -  

Throughout the world the woman's day approaches;  her era 
dawns.  Proudly I unveil this Monument to the brave South 
African women, who, sharing the danger that beset their land 
and dying for it, affirmed for all times and for all peoples the 
power of Woman to sacrifice life and more than life for the 
common weal.  
 

“This is your South African Monument;  But it is more;  for 
their story is not graven only on stone, over their native 
earth.   We claim it as a WORLD-MONUMENT, of which all the 
World's Women should be proud; for your dead by their brave 
simplicity have spoken to Universal Womanhood, and hence-
forth they are ‘woven into the stuff’ of every woman's life." 
 

Emily Hobhouse 
The War Museum in Bloemfontein  JJ 

http://www.boerwarriflecarvings.net


 
 
Good morning, 
 
We hope you enjoy our last newsletter for 2019. 
 
On behalf of the Committee, we would like to wish you and your family 
 

a very Merry Christmas, 
 

and   a Happy, Healthy, Peaceful and Safe New Year. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

May you always be blessed  with  
 

Walls for the wind, 
A roof for the rain, 
A warm cup of tea by the fire … 
Laughter to cheer you, 
Those you love near you, 
And all that your heart might 
desire. 
 

Old Gaelic Saying 
 


