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MONUMENTALLY SPEAKING  - No. 8 

NSW BOER WAR MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE  
OCCASIONAL NEWSLETTER  November 2010 

Chairman’s Report – November 2010  
            

Name added to Honour Board 
St Vincent's Hospital commemorated the service of Mary Julia Anderson in the Boer War by 
adding her name to the hospital Honour Board. Nurse Anderson trained at St Vincent's and 
then joined the colony of Victoria’s army to serve in South Africa. At a ceremony on 6th Au-
gust, speakers included the Member for Wentworth, Hon Malcolm Turnbull and St Vincent’s 
CEO Steven Rubic. The Honour Board was rededicated to include Nurse Anderson’s re-
cently discovered service. In the audience were many serving Australian Navy nurses who 
train at St Vincent’s. The ceremony was organised by our RAANC representative, Major 

 

Memorial Design Competition — Update 

Your help needed 
The National and State committees and our website are all manned by unpaid volunteers. The interest in the 
Boer War and individuals’ connection with their veteran forebears has created additional work and costs for our 
committees.  Added to this, the cost of the Design Competition has reduced our funds. 
 
Some of our supporters have made their individual donations as they became aware of our Memorial project 
but now we ask all of our friends to make a donation, be it an additional gift or their first. We are now seeking 
funds to ensure the Memorial will be completed by December 2013. 
 
Any donation you can make at this stage will indicate to the Federal Government the extent of community sup-
port and will also assist our efforts to obtain funds from it.   
 
Your support is important for the project to proceed so please give generously by using the enclosed donation 
sheet and send it and your donation to us before Christmas. 
 
2010 has been a big year for the National Boer War Memorial Association. We thank you for your support and 
advice and wish you all a happy and enjoyable Christmas break. 

It’s almost next year already!     NATIONAL BOER WAR DAY  WILL BE ON SUNDAY 29TH MAY 2011.  
…...How is your planning going? 

 

 

What do readers know about the 

South Africa Soldiers Association? 

Please let your editor know. 

NSW BWM Assn Chairman 

Tony Larnach-Jones and  

Hon Malcolm Turnbull at St 

Vincent’s Hospital. 

Bernadette Mottram.  

The jury for the Design Competition met in Canberra in early October and a recommenda-
tion has been made to the Canberra National Memorials Committee for their approval.  This 
may not happen until January. Meanwhile we have had a tremendous resurgence of interest 
and registration of relatives and friends of Boer War veterans. This activity and Boer War Day has increased public 
awareness of the service given by the 23,000 Australian men and women in South Africa.  This issue of Monumen-
tally Speaking introduces the parts that New Zealand and Canada played in this war. 
 

Tony Larnach-Jones 

Chairman 

NSW Committee of NBWMA  

 

http://www.bwm.org.au/site/In_the_News.asp
mailto:mailto:tony.larnach-jones@bwm.org.au
http://www.bwm.org.au/site/Donate.asp
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Your privacy and the BWM database 
 
Readers of Monumentally Speaking have also been 
browsing the database of veterans and their descen-
dants and relatives on the national BW website: 
http://www.bwm.org.au/site/Descendant_Database.asp and have 
come across names of relatives that they didn’t 
know so would like to make contact.  
 
We respect ‘rights to privacy’ as a condition of 
your giving us personal details when you send in a 
“Registration Form” whether for your BW veteran 
soldier or nurse ancestor, or for yourself as a friend 
to our national memorial project.  
 
Address your letter  C/- NSW—BWM Association 
(see panel -right). We will mail it on.  

Looking for a Christmas present to send home? 
 

Do as this unidentified Boer War soldier did.  
 

Take a hard tack biscuit. Use 

the holes usually reserved 

for weevils to sew a Christ-

mas  border. Add bullets and  

a photo to put in the middle. 

Cut out letters to spell 

Friend (top), Boer (bottom), 

1899 (left), 1900 (right). Use 

a pencil to write Merry (left 

of photo) and Xmas (right). 

Mail it home to the family. 

 
Photo is AWM: REL/10747 

Bravery Medals 
 

In times of war awards and decorations are given to 
those serving men and women who perform acts of 
heroism or who show exceptional leadership quali-
ties. During the three years of the Boer War (1899-
1902), 144 British awards were given to Australian 
service men and women. 
 
These were: 6 Victoria Crosses (VC), 17 Companion 
of the Order of the Bath (CB), six Companion of the 
Order of St Michael and St George (CMG), 55 Distin-
guished Service Order (DSO), three Royal Red Cross 
(RRC), 57 Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) and, 
though not issued with a medal, 366 Mentioned in 
Dispatches (MID). 
 
Of these, NSW (colony and state) soldiers and 
nurses earned one VC, eight CBs, one CMG, 24 
DSOs, one RRC,16 DCMs, and 96 MIDs. 
 

 
Soldiers and nurses in 42 of the 63 units recorded as 
sent to South Africa were recipients of these awards. 
Unit strength varied considerably. For example: one 
in 10 Victorian nurses was awarded the Royal Red 
Cross; of the 1,050 troops in the 2nd NSW Mounted 
Rifles, there were one each CB, DSO and DCM. 
 
The Tasmanian Imperial Bushmen, with an initial 
strength of just 122, earned two VCs, one CB, two 
DSOs and three DCMs, making it the most highly 
decorated Australian unit. 
 
All of these medals are valuable to collectors, includ-
ing museums such as in NSW, the Victoria Barracks 
Museum, and of course the Australian War Memorial 
in Canberra. They are also valuable to the descen-
dants and relatives of the soldiers and nurses who 
won them for bravery. 
 
George Stevens - Berowra Heights 

http://www.bwm.org.au/site/Descendant_Database.asp
mailto:tony.larnach-jones@bwm.org.au
mailto:david.deasey@bwm.org.au
mailto:william.molloy@bwm.org.au
mailto:Invisibleman12@hotmail.com
mailto:brian.walters@bwm.org.au
mailto:keith.smith@bwm.org.au
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At this distance in time the Boer War 1899-1902 can seem 
to be just a fairy tale in the context of a modern Australia. 

Faint images peer at us across the years. To put a human 

face on this conflict gives a better 

insight into the deeds of our South 

African soldiers.  

 

One such soldier was James Treve-

nar a professional soldier. James 

Walter Trevenar was born in 1878 

in Yorkshire. There had been a his-

tory of family involvement in the 

British army going back at least 

three generations. His grandfather 

had served in the Crimean War.  

 

After migrating to Australia with 

three generations of his family in the 

1880s, James grew up in Ashfield in Sydney. 

When he was old enough he followed in the family profes-

sion by joining the NSW Permanent Military Forces as a 

driver in ‘A’ Field Battery of the NSW Artillery. In 1899 

the NSW Government offered the battery for service in 

South Africa. Driver Trevenar sailed from Australia on the 

‘Warrigal’, 30th December 1899.  

 

In South Africa, much to our boys chagrin, the battery was 

split up into three sections each of two guns. These led an  

 

adventurous existence supporting British mobile columns 

hunting Boers on the Veldt. There were no major actions 

however for ‘A’ battery.  

In July 1900, James suffered horrific internal injuries when 

he was kicked savagely by a horse that he was polling up.  

 

So serious were his injuries 

that he was eventually evacu-

ated to hospital in England. 

Unfortunately the time gap in 

receiving medical attention 

and the state of medical sci-

ence of the day meant that he 

carried permanent and debili-

tating injuries for the rest of 

his life.  

 

Rejoining his unit in South 

Africa, he returned to Austra-

lia with it when it was with-

drawn from South Africa. He was then 

classed medically unfit for further service and discharged 

from the Army. 

 

With some difficulty he put himself through veterinary 

school and became a veterinary surgeon. He had a series of 

practices around the state including Wellington and Rock-

dale. The handling of large animals exacerbated his physi-

cal injuries sustained in the war and he died of heart failure 

in 1949.                    
David Deasey NSW  BWM Committee. 

 Driver James Trevenar 

Driver James Trevenar 

Queensland’s Shirt 
Smart black polo shirt with the original BW  “Rising 
Sun” badge. 

 

Fundraisers 

 

Sizes - Small to 4XL  
Short sleeved   $30, long $36 
Postage to NSW   $6 
(Looks great on men too!) 
Contact Colleen NBWMA Queensland  
 

NSW’s Badge 
$7.50 ea incl postage for up to 10. 
Order from Brian Walters by 

 
or write to him at the NBWMA NSW Committee, 
Building 96, Victoria Barracks,  
Paddington NSW 2021 

Victoria’s BW Day 2010 Badge  NEW 
 
Lapel pin 30x30 mm 
$7.50 + $2.50 postage 
 
Stickers 
10 x 10 cm stickers for school books, the 
fridge and the street side of your letter 
box.  Just $2 + $1 postage, each 
from the NBWMA Victoria committee.  email
 Bill Woolmore at:  

mailto:nigelwebster303@gmail.com
mailto:david.deasey@bwm.org.au
mailto:paul.hanlon@defence.gov.au
mailto:colleen.oleary@bwm.org.au
mailto:davidmercer@adam.com.au
mailto:ppatmore@bigpond.com
mailto:woolmore1@optusnet.com.au
mailto:jrsweetman@hotmail.com
mailto:maurice.kissane@gmail.com
mailto:colleen.oleary@bwm.org.au
mailto:brian.walters@bwm.org.au
mailto:woolmore1@optusnet.com.au
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Auckland: View north-west from Albert Park, across Auckland towards 

St. Patrick's Cathedral and the North Shore showing the Troopers Memo-

rial and several guns.  1913 photo. 

Temuka. Right: The Temuka Boer 

War memorial. Formal entry gates 

to the Temuka Domain and Public 

Gardens. The posts and ‘ticket box’ 

are Timaru bluestone, with marble 

inscription tablets engraved with the 

names, dates and place of death of 

four local men, support wrought 

iron gates. 
 

Photo: Bruce Comfort.  

Dunedin: The South African (Boer) War 

Memorial at the Dunedin Oval. The memo-

rial lists men of the Otago district who died 

in the war. The top of the memorial shows 

a trooper protecting his mate—detail be-

low. Photos: Jock Phillips 1986. 

New Zealanders and Australians 
were ANZAC brothers-in-arms long 

before Gallipoli  
 

Jeff Hopkins-Weise author of Blood Brothers: the ANZAC 

genesis Penguin Jan 09 (NZ)  says that when the ownership 

of NZ was threatened the white population looked for help 

from the other colonies, principally the ones in Australia. It 

was given, but conflicts with the Maori were a civil war. 

 

It was not until an expeditionary force from New Zealand 

met up with the six colonial Australian ones on South Afri-

can soil, all under British military orders, that the alliance 

of  battle was truly formed. About 6,500 New Zealanders 

served between 1899-1902.  

 

Post war, NZ’s then Governor, Lord Ranfurly, promoted 

the idea of a national memorial, one that was ‘useful’, tak-

ing the form of a home for veterans, similar to the Chelsea 

Home for Pensioners in London. The site was selected in 

Onehunga, just south of Auckland.  The Governor’s desire 

had the effect of precluding memorials in Auckland itself, 

in Christchurch, and the national capital Wellington. 
 

However, the then Premier, Richard Seddon, whose coun-

try electorate had sent volunteers, promoted local main-

street memorials to recognise the service of all who served 

and to memorialise those who had fallen. Many others de-

cided to erect their own, including Napier, Nelson, New 

Plymouth, Thames, Timaru, Wanganui, Dunedin and Inver-

cargill. Some 50 Boer War memorials were erected 

throughout New Zealand in the period immediately follow-

ing the Boer War—44 remain.  

 

All NZ memorials are listed on the register: http://www.

nzhistory.net.nz/culture/the-memorials-register 

See NZ BW photos at: http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/

media_gallery/tid/85 

NZ BOER WAR MEMORIALS 
 6,500 KIWIS REMEMBERED  

 

http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media_gallery/tid/630 

http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media_gallery/tid/630
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/culture/the-memorials-register
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/culture/the-memorials-register
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media_gallery/tid/85
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media_gallery/tid/85
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Canada’s Boer War Memorials 
6,500 Canadians remembered 

 

Though the city of Ottawa has been Canada’s fed-

eral capital since 1856 its Boer War memorial is 

modest because it is local.  Padriac Ryan’s photos 

show an infantryman with the English cork helmet 

rather than that which became the characteristic 

Canadian version of the more practical felt Stetson 

hat modelled on the one worn by the Royal Cana-

dian Mounted Police, adopted later in the war. 

 

The inscription reads in part “Erected by 30,000 

children of Ottawa and surrounding counties in 

memory of [list] who lost their lives in the South 

African War 1899-1902.” 

OTTAWA 

In 1899 Since 1965 

Montreal’s BW memorial is in 

Dorchester Square in the CBD. The 

bronze-on-stone trooper is dismounted 

and restraining his horse. One of the 

panels shows gunners under attack.  

It is dedicated to all Canadians who 

served 1899-1902. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia. This is one of two BW memorials in Halifax. Ironically, 

this important harbour city was garrisoned by a British unit which the British government 

wished to send immediately to South Africa. It only became possible when a Canadian 

militia force, the 3rd (Special Service) Battalion of the Royal Canadian Regiment of In-

fantry, was raised in its place. Although its numbers are counted in Canada’s total num-

ber of Boer War soldiers and nurses, this unit never left Canada. 

Canadians and Australians  fought 
together before WW1 in Europe 

 

In South Africa, though not their first battle together – they 

were at Paardeberg earlier—probably the hottest engage-

ment side by side was their part in the action relieving 

Mafeking in May 1900.  
 

Col Plumer’s column included ‘C’ Battery Royal Canadian 

Field Artillery and ‘D’ Squadron Queensland Citizen Bush-

men. The column attacked vigorously. Though outranged 

by the bigger Krupp guns dug into static positions that the 

Boers had been using to attack Mafeking, the highly mobile 

Canadian guns inflicted massive damage on them. This en-

abled Plumer’s mounted troops to drive the Boers from the 

positions they had long held surrounding the town.  

 

Just before this action, Queenslander Lt James Annat had 

written to his wife “just in case he joined the grand major-

ity” and asking for news about their newborn child. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boer_War_Memorial_%28Montreal%29 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boer_War_Memorial_%28Montreal%29
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Steam Yacht Rhouma 
On page 6 of the last edition of Monumentally 
Speaking (Aug 2010), there was a story under 
the heading Strange but true… about a UK  
millionaire's yacht Rhouma. Owner George  
Bullough sailed to Cape Town and offered one-
month rehabilitation cruises to other-ranks sol-
diers recovering from their wounds or illness. 
 

The article included a small photo of a colour 
painting of the yacht. 
 

By long coincidence your editor came across a 
photo of the ship’s interior in the Australian War 
Memorial’s Boer War collection. 
 

The National Boer War Memorial Association website    www.bwm.org.au 

Webmaster John Howells puts up new material almost daily. Please log in and have a look at 

new material at least once a month to keep yourself up to date with the committee’s progress 

towards meeting our main objective: a national memorial. 

Table Bay, Cape Town, South Africa, 1900-03. Casualties from the Boer War resting in a ward in the hospital yacht 

"Rhouma", which is moored in Table Bay. The patients include Private William Gamble of the 1st Contingent, Victorian 

Mounted Rifles. Another patient, in the left foreground, is a black South African. The men are passing the time aboard the ship 

smoking, reading and playing cards. (Original print held in AWM Archive Store) (Donor B. Kemp)    AWM ID No. P01855.003 

 
 

This map shows a section of South Africa 

in which you can find many of the places 

mentioned in this and earlier newsletters, 

eg Kimberley, Mafeking, Elands River, 

Modder River and Colesberg. 

 

The scale (bottom left) gives some idea of 

the huge distances horse-mounted troops 

had to travel, which explains the generally 

poor state they were in from the work that 

they were expected to do.  

 

Page 7: General Settle’s three columns 

were stationed at Vryburg, Prieska and Up-

ington. Col Milne’s Vryburg sub column 

went to Schweizer Reneke, which is 60 km 

west south west of Vryburg (not marked). 

 

Much of the distance was travelled on farm 

tracks winding through the kopjes (hills). 

SOUTH AFRICA 1899-1902 

John would be delighted to add your contributions, updates and corrections to any of the many 

sections. Equally, if you have any comments or questions please contact him on the rarely used 

email address 

http://www.bwm.org.au/
mailto:webmaster@bwm.org.au
http://www.bwm.org.au/documents/NSW_Newsletter_201008.pdf
http://www.bwm.org.au/documents/NSW_Newsletter_201008.pdf
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Feature:  The NSW Artillery 
 

Part 2 Royal Australian Artillery—NSW’s ‘A’ Battery 
 

Set-piece battles give way to the Boers’ evolution of guerrilla tactics 

Continued: In the previous edition’s story early in 1900 
Lord Roberts feared a Boer uprising in the northern part of 
the Cape Colony. He sent Maj Gen H H Settle to put down 
any insurrection that might threaten British troops there 
and just across the borders in the adjacent western side of 
the Orange Free State and Transvaal.  
 
‘A’ Battery, which its commander Col Sydenham Smith 
thought would be used in the Transvaal main battle areas, 
was assigned to Maj Gen Settle.  Settle allocated two guns 
to each of his three columns. In May 1900 they had seen 
little action: their advances in the northern Cape, patrolling,  
escorting troop movements and supply convoys, and being 
an ever-present obstacle to local uprisings, were monitored 
by Boer Intelligence who arranged corresponding strategic 
withdrawals.  
 
Settle was then assigned to clear Boers from the western 
Transvaal to prevent them encircling the main British thrust 
north. 
 
In October 1900 Settle based one section at Vryburg on the 
Western railway line; one at Prieska and the third at Uping-
ton, both on the Orange River, more than  60 miles/100 km 
apart in the Cape Colony, close to the Transvaal border.  
 
British Army Intelligence identified a strong Boer force 
threatening a small British garrison at Schweizer Reneke 
about 40 miles/65 km away across the border, a settlement 
on a northern tributary of the Orange River. Gen Settle or-
dered the Vryburg column to deal with it. 
 
Settle chose Lt Col Milne to muster an appropriate force of 
about 450 men:  elements of the 3rd Battalion Kings Own 
Scottish Borderers (KOSB) infantry; Imperial Yeomanry 
light cavalry; two companies of the Welsh Fusiliers battle-
hardened infantry; and a troop of Denison’s Scouts. Austra-
lians augmented these with half of ‘E’ Company NSW Impe-
rial Bushmen (*Lt C M MacPherson), and a single 15 pdr 
field gun and crew of ‘A’ Battery’s Right Section, com-
manded by Capt Edward Antill. 
 
As an aside, to gunner traditionalists, taking a single gun was 
heresy. However Milne had learned the terrible lesson from 
the British attack on Colenso on 15 December 1889.  
Colonel Long, commanding two batteries each of six guns,
ordered them into action, lined up parade-ground fashion 
and out in the open at a little more than a 1,000 yards from 
the Boer trenches.  

Safe in their trenches along the Tugela River, the Boers 
took no casualties as the British infantry approached behind 
Long’s shelling. 
 
As soon as the shelling ceased and the British infantry at-
tacked they were cut down by Mauser rifle fire. The guns 
were not only within the range of the Mausers, but also of 
the Boer Pom Poms. Many gunners were killed and all but 
two of their guns captured. The British generals were con-
fronted for the first time with modern tactics devised  by 
other Europeans, rather than poorly armed tribesmen.  
 
Lt Col Milne, in the quite different situation of guerrilla war-
fare 11 months later, was going to use his single artillery 
piece much more effectively. 
 
To Lt Col Milne the single gun allowed the greatest flexibil-
ity of fire and movement, the ability to fire several rounds 
at one target and move rapidly to another position to fire 
on a quite different one.  We will see how well this tactic 
served in the action described below, in which all targets 
were in direct fire line of sight. 
 
Setting out as the hot weather began (22 November 1900), 
Milne’s column escorted a 30 wagon convoy carrying a 
month’s supplies for the small garrison. He would also re-
place the troops stationed there. 
 
On the second day out as the column neared Hannay’s 
Farm, Boers began harassing fire from nearby kopjes on 
their right. The British returned fire but could not accu-
rately ascertain its effects. 
 
Late in the day scouts reported that ahead the Boers had 
concentrated 600 men on the kopje overlooking the pass 
leading to the planned British bivouac at Harts Valley. Milne 
ordered a defensive turn around the pass, and then at-
tacked the Boers’ entrenched position. 
 
In the melee Capt Antill secured a good position for his 15 
pdr which gave him good arcs of fire. 
 
This unexpected reaction surprised the Boers for long 
enough to allow the convoy to get past the obstacle.  How-
ever the Boer’s strength was not reduced in the heated ex-
changes of fire and they showed great resolve in leaving 
their trenches to charge down the hill across the track to 
attack simultaneously on both sides of Milne’s column.  

(Continued on page 8) 

Research: Richmond Cubis’ History of ‘A’ Battery published by Elizabethan Press in Sydney in 1978. Other material from M Chamberlain & R 

Droogleever The War with Johnny Boer, RL Wallace’s Australians at the Boer War and Craig Wilcox’s Australia’s Boer War. 

http://www.defence.gov.au/army/a_fdbty/History.htm
http://www.defence.gov.au/army/a_fdbty/History.htm
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The combined resistance of Milne’s infantry, mounted 
troops and Antill’s gun against the now exposed Boers de-
terred them from further action that night. 
 
At first light they reappeared but Antill’s expert gunnery 
held them off with shrapnel rounds, allowing the column 
to reach Schweizer Reneke and complete the unloading of 
stores and reallocation of troops to secure the garrison. 
 
Unknown to Lt Col Milne the Boers regrouped and lay in 
wait for their return journey. 
 
Monday 26 November Milne led the column out along a 
different track. Surprised, the Boers had only nuisance ef-
fect with their sniping and skirmishing, allowing the British 
to raid Boer farms and capture 2,000 sheep and 850 cattle 
and drive them to their first night’s bivouac. 
 
Enraged, overnight the Boers concentrated all their avail-
able forces and concealed them on the kopjes surrounding 
Hannay’s Farm. Mounted skirmishers kept up continued 
harassing fire, channelling the British forces towards their 
ambush. 
 
On Thursday 29, just past the farm but still about 10 miles 
from Vryburg the Boers attacked Milne’s column from all 
sides.  
 
Milne’s tactics began with sheltering the convoy and send-
ing his mounted troops up the sides of the kopjes followed 
by the infantry. As they made ground the Boers retreated 
up the hills so that Antill now had better targets for his 
shrapnel. 
 
This gun set a record for the battery: from 7am to 7pm it 
fired 190 rounds. 
 
Sensing the loss of advantage the Boers charged down to 
attack Milne’s forces on three sides. It was during this at-
tack that Boer rifle fire severely wounded ‘A’ Battery’s 
2610 Gunner Bernard Gowing.  An Albury lad, Gowing 
had learned his trade as a shoeing smith in the Fire Brigade 
He left Albury to join ‘A’ Bty as a professional soldier in 
1897 to look after the many horses in the battery, services 
needed frequently on this convoy. 
 
He was hit while mounting his work wagon. The Battery’s 
historian, Lt Col Richmond Cubis, quotes Gowing’s last 
words: “I had a toothache this morning. Now it’s gone.” 
He was buried in Vryburg cemetery. 
 
Milne sent despatch riders to Vryburg to request assis-
tance.  The NSW Imperial Bushmen and the other ‘A’ Bat-
tery gun crew volunteered, together with a number of 
troops passing through Vryburg on their way to De Ar, 
and quickly relieved the beleaguered convoy. 
 
Captain Antill’s losses were minor: apart from Gunner 
Gowing, there were several others wounded. Two gun 

horses had to be put down. 
 
‘A’ Battery’s Left Section (Lt Sydney Christian) also saw 
significant action in November 1900 near Colesberg on 
the Orange River engaging Boer patrols. In February 1901 
Boer General de Wet cut the railway line then led the 
British troops a merry chase. They caught up with him as 
he crossed a river. Lt Christian’s two guns were the only 
artillery that kept up with the rapid movement of the 6th 
Dragoon Guards cavalry leading the pursuit, and so were 
most often in action. 
 
However, the Battery remained divided, to the artillery-
man’s disgust. Further, its whereabouts were not known in 
Australia. The Herald’s War Correspondent “Banjo” 
Paterson mentions his lack of knowledge about it four 
times in his Dispatches. Similarly, The Daily Telegraph’s 
War Correspondent, Frank Wilkinson railed “ – our artil-
lery – this crack Battery, the pride of NSW – what were 
they doing? … equipped with six modern guns, com-
manded by a Royal Artillery officer and manned by per-
fectly trained gunners – all members of our permanent ar-
tillery force… they have been languishing in the wilderness 
without any work to do for months….” While not entirely 
accurate, the statement reflected the frustration that 
troops from NSW were not also “the pride” of  the Brit-
ish generals, as the NSW Lancers had become. 
 
New South Wales “pride” had done everything that was 
ordered with the utmost professionalism. Their contribu-
tion to winning the war was though unglamorous, neces-
sary, one that had to be performed. 

oOo 
 

* Lt C M MacPherson is recorded at the Australian War Memorial’s 
Boer War records. He is listed in Murray on page 87 under the heading 
“Promotions etc”, where he is described as Acting Adjutant from 9 
April 1900 to 2 June 1901; on page 89 under the heading “E” Company 
awarded the Queen’s medal with four clasps [for operations in Rhode-
sia, Transvaal, Cape Colony and Orange River Colony May 1900 – June 
1901]; and on the list of ‘E’ Company’s personnel on page 101 as Sec-
ond Lieutenant Clarence Montrose McPherson.  Roe’s Australians in 
the Boer War Index says he was born at Waverley and won five clasps. 

Does anyone know any more about him? 

 
 
 
 
 

In the next edition of Monumentally Speaking NSW  

we hope to bring you details of the national BW me-

morial design. 

Also the first part of  Lt Col David Deasey’s article on 

BW machine guns. 

The Right Section ‘A’ Battery, at Vryburg, Sth Africa 

in early 1901. (Original T Ringwood) 
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