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Dame Emma Maud McCarthy  

- A REMARKABLE AUSTRALIAN - 
      [Image: Pastel portrait by Austin Spare]... 
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Editorial 
 

Boer War Day 2011 
 

Tuesday 31st May 2011 Anzac Square 
Brisbane – a very important date for 
descendants, supporters and friends of 
the Boer War Memorial Project.  

A commemorative service will once 
again be held in Anzac Square to 
commemorate these men and women. 
For those of you who attended last year 
we hope to see you again and many 
new faces who have joined our ranks 
since last year.  

Our main story is about a Remarkable 
Australian Woman. So often when we 
think of war we immediately think of the 
soldiers but right by their side are the 
medical staff in particular the nurses and 
Dame Edna Maud Mc Carthy was an 
Australian nurse who excelled at her 
chosen profession and a woman we 
should be very proud of. 

Our other stories are about the 
wonderful carvings the Australian, New 
Zealanders and the Boer soldiers carved 
into their rifle butts. Some of them have 
to be seen to be believed and I feel 
worthy of a mention.  

Also, on pages 9 & 10 are selected 
photos of the recent service held 
regarding the Battle of Onverwacht. 

You will notice a slightly revised format, 
which I hope you enjoy. 

Don’t forget to donate when you register 
as a descendant we are getting very 
close now to our memorial dream but we 
cannot do that with out your help. 
Donations are now becoming vital. 

 

 

Colleen O’Leary 
Editor. 
   

______________________________ 

  

Vashti Farrer’s “Walers Go To War” 
with illustrations by Sue O’Loughlin.  

In this delightful work for children (7 to 
12 yrs), Farrer traces the origin and 
development of the breed, its export to 
India for the British army in the 
nineteenth century, and its obvious 
choice to go with our troops to South 
Africa 1899 -1902. Many more went 
when our troops needed remounts.  
The story ends with the Australian 
troops’ greatest cavalry action, the WW1 
charge at Beersheba on 31 October 
1917.   

Available from ANZAC Day 
Commemoration Committee Qld Inc, PO 
Box 391 Apsley Qld, or 07 3263 7118  
or admin@anzacday.org.au. 

______________________________ 

 

Mr Alfred John Harrison 23-11-2010 
 

 
 

Mr Harrison was a Boer War 
Descendant 

______________________________ 

 VALE   
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Fundraising Merchandise 
 

NEW  Boer War Service Plaques  

225 x 175 mm engraved wood suitable 
for wall mounting as a family reminder of 
your ancestor’s Boer War service. 

$60 + $10 postage & handling 

For application form contact: 

Bill Woolmore, Victorian Committee  

woolmore1@optusnet.com.au 

_____________________________ 
 

Lapel Pin 
 
 
$7.50  
each [+ Postage]  
 

 
______________________________ 

 

Boer War Day 
Lapel pin  
 
 

$7.50  
each [+ Postage]  
 

______________________________ 
 

Stickers 
 

Stickers can be  
purchased for $2  
each. 

 

______________________________ 

 

Polo Shirts 

Embroidered 
black  
BWM polo 
shirts.  
  

Ranging in sizes from Small to 4XL, polo 
shirts are $30 [short sleeved] or $36 
[long sleeved] each [+ Postage]. 
 

[Version with chest pocket – 50 cents extra] 

______________________________ 
 

Illustrated Roll  
Of Qld Units CD 
 

CD’s can be  
purchased for  
$15 each  
[+ Postage]. 
 

 

______________________________ 
 
History of the 5th Queensland Imperial 
Bushmen by Alan Fogg MBE 

 
Books sell for 
$15.00 each [+ 
Postage]. Copies 
can be obtained 
from Ron 
McElwaine, Qld 
Chairman 
 

[M] 0419 678 721 
 

 

______________________________ 
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Qld Chairman’s Report 
 

Welcome to the eighth Queensland 
National Boer War Memorial Association 
newsletter.  

A statement was issued by the National 
President at the AGM on the 6th 
February 2011 and I have quoted it in 
full below. 

“The National Boer War Memorial 
Design Competition commenced in 
March 2010. Strong national interest 
was generated with a total of 186 
design competition registrations being 
received. Ultimately, 61 entries were 
submitted. Four entries were selected for 
progression to Stage II of the Competition 
which concluded in October 2010. The 
jury assessment occurred during late 
2010. 

The outcome of the assessment process 
has been referred to Government and for 
review by the appropriate Parliamentary 
Committee. Given the very high 
standards and expectations for memorial 
design in the Anzac Parade precinct, the 
consideration of competition and design 
issues typically does take some time. 

Announcement of the outcome of the 
competition and final design is not 
expected for several months, but will be 
made as soon as practical.” 

 
Commemoration of the 
Onverwacht Hills Battle 

 
See photos on pages 9 & 10 

 
 

National Boer War Day 
31st May 2011 

A Commemoration Ceremony will be 
conducted in ANZAC Square Brisbane, 
at the base of the Boer War Memorial on 
Tuesday the 31st May. The date has 
been changed to the 31st as we are 
requesting support from 2nd/14th Light 

Horse Regiment (QMI) which would be 
unavailable on the Sunday. There will be 
similar ceremonies all over Australia on 
the 29th May. Our guest speaker on the 
day will be Air Commodore [Retd] Peter 
Growder. 
 

Descendents Register 

Don’t forget the descendant’s 
register. There are many more 
people who would qualify, so please 
pass the word to friends and 
acquaintances. Remember, we need 
the names of the direct descendants 
and relatives on the register to prove 
to the Government the community 
support for the project. 
 

Financial Situation 

Qld. has so far raised $41,437.00 
towards the memorial. This includes 
grants and donations. 

Thank you to all of our supporters for 
your continued commitment. This 
task will take time, great effort and 
financial support to complete.  
 

 
 

Ron McElwaine 
Chairman 

______________________________ 
 

 
Silk Handkerchief dated 1900 
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State Contacts 
 

Interstate correspondence should be 
addressed to the appropriate 
representative on the list below: 

 

 
BWM SPEAKERS AVAILABLE 

 

 
 

As you may be aware, several of our 
committee members are quite 
conversant with the History of the 
Boer War. However, as the 
momentum of the project builds, so 
too has their speaking engagements 
increased in number. Therefore, if 
you would like a speaker to talk about 
the many aspects of our project at an 
upcoming function, our speakers 
would be only too happy to assist. 

We do, however, request that 
sufficient notice is given so a speaker 
can be arranged.  
 

______________________________ 

BOER WAR MEMORIALS 
 

______________________________ 
 

National AGM 6th February 2011 

 
 

Standing, from left:  Ross Brown (Treasurer), 
Chris Dawson (Media Secretary), Miles Farmer 

(Qld Rep), Bob Guest (Funding), Michael Beinke 
(Political and ADF), Tony Larnach-Jones (Public 
Officer), Les Perrett (NSW C'tee), Owen Graham 

(NSW C'tee),  Paul Lenehan (NSW C'tee), Ian 
Spence (CDF's Rep), Ken Griffin (NSW C'tee), 

Chris Jocelyn (St AustraliaRep) 
Kneeling from left: John Haynes (Chairman), 

John Howells (Webmaster),  
John Neenan (States & Territories Coordinator) 
Photographer: Keith Smith NSW Newsletter Ed, 

& PR. 
______________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are going to list on our web site 
the Boer War Memorials and their 
locations in Queensland. I already 
have most of them with details and 
photos. However, if you have a BWM 
in your town, I may not know of it, 
and would appreciate any further 
information. I can be contacted at: 
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Onverwacht Hills Battle 
 

In our last newsletter I featured photos 
of soldiers who had been killed in the 
battle of Onverwacht. I originally stated 
we did not have photos of three of these 
men. However, Mr Alan Lilley very kindly 
advised there were indeed photos.  

I thank him for his information, and I now 
present to you:  

 
 

Sgt J Power Sgt JP Shannon 

 

 

 

 

Pte AG Belin 5th QIB 

____________________________ 
 

Carvings from the Boer War 

It seems a favourite pastime of soldiers 
from all countries were keen to engrave 
the butts of their rifles. Many have 
carvings of the battles they fought in 
while other has carvings of something to 
remind them of home. 

Some are quite elaborate while other 
are spectacular in there simplicity. The 
following are some examples of these 
carvings and countries they belonged to. 

 

Sgt E Hunter – New Zealand 

 

Tpr S Bracey - Australian 
 

M.F. Botha – Boer Commando 
 

[Left to Right: King Edward VII;  
Queen Victoria; Paul Kruger] 

Lt H.G. McMillan – New Zealand 
 

Acknowledgement:  
 

The above images are sourced from: 
 
George, D (2008). Carvings from the 
Veldt - Part Two: Rifle Carvings from the 
Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902. Self 
published, Cabarita Beach, NSW. 

____________________________ 
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Feature Article 
 

Dame Emma Maud McCarthy: 
An Australian Boer War Nurse 

 
Compiled by Lt Col David Deasey  

 
Dame EMMA MAUD McCARTHY, 
(1859-1949), was an Australian nursing 
sister and British army matron-in-chief 
who began her military service in the 
Boer War. Due to her serving in British 
Forces her contribution is often 
overlooked in Australia. McCarthy was 
one of the foundation members of the 
British Army Nursing Service.   

 

She was born on 22 September 1859 at 
Paddington, Sydney, eldest child of 
William Frederick McCarthy, solicitor, 
and his Sydney-born wife Emma Mary, 
née à Beckett, niece of Sir William and 
Thomas Turner à Beckett. Maud was 
educated at a school run by Lady 
Murray, wife of Sir Terence Murray, 
known as Springfield College, Sydney. 
She passed with honours, the University 
of Sydney's senior examination which 
entitled her to university entrance at 
Sydney. Due it seems to family issues 
she did not take this up. After her 
father's death in 1881 she helped her 
mother to rear her brothers and sisters. 

By 1891 she was in England and on 10 
October, given her previous occupation 
as 'companion', and her age as 28, she 

entered London Hospital, Whitechapel, 
to begin general nursing training as a 
probationer. She appears to have taken 
four years from her age at this time, 
which makes her world war one 
achievements all the more remarkable. 
Hospital records state that 'she had an 
exceptionally nice disposition' and was 
'most ladylike and interested in her work' 
though 'she found it hard to control 
others, or to take firm action when 
necessary'. She was promoted sister in 
January 1894. 

Maud McCarthy was sister-in-charge of 
Sophia women's ward at the outbreak of 
the South African War and was one of 
the six sisters selected from London 
Hospital by Princess Alexandra to go to 
South Africa as her own 'military' nursing 
sisters. Resigning from the hospital on 
25 December 1899, McCarthy served 
with distinction throughout 1899-1902 
with the Army Nursing Service Reserve, 
receiving the Queen's and the King's 
Medal and the Royal Red Cross.  

 

Royal Red Cross 

Returning to England in July 1902, she 
was awarded a special decoration by 
Queen Alexandra. She then became 
involved in the formation of Queen 
Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing 
Service, was promoted matron within 
the service in February 1903 and during 
the next seven years was successively 
matron of Aldershot, Netley and Millbank 
military hospitals. In 1910 she was 
appointed principal matron at the War 
Office, a position she held until the 
outbreak of World War I.  
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During the summer of 1914, she was a 
‘Lady-in-Waiting’ while working as 
Principal Matron at the War Office, she 
was appointed next Matron-in-Chief of 
QAIMNS, to take effect from the 22nd 
September 1914, on the retirement of 
the then current Matron-in-Chief, Ethel 
Becher. This was deferred until the end 
of the war. 

On Wednesday, August 12th 1914, 
Surgeon-General McPherson wrote to 
McCarthy: 
 

     I am directed to inform you that you 
have been appointed Principal Matron, 
Lines of Communication, Expeditionary 
Force, and to request that you will report 
yourself to the Officer in Charge, No.2 
General Hospital, Aldershot, not later 
than 4 p.m. today, Wednesday. 
     I am to add that you will be at the 
disposal of the Deputy Director of 
Medical Services, Lines of 
Communication, as above. 

Matron McCarthy sailed in the first ship 
to leave England with members of the 
British Expeditionary Force, arriving in 
France on 12 August 1914. In 1915 she 
was installed at Abbeville as matron-in-
chief of the B.E.F. in France and 
Flanders, taking charge of the whole 
area from the Channel to the 
Mediterranean, wherever British and 
allied nurses worked; she was directly 
responsible to General Headquarters.  

In August 1914, Queen Alexandra’s 
Imperial Military Nursing Service was 
just 299 members strong, its Nursing 
Sisters scattered across the world. In 
addition there were about 200 members 
of the QAIMNS Reserve, prepared to 
mobilise at 24 hours notice, 2,117 
members of the Territorial Force Nursing 
Service, ready to leave their civilian 
employment and mobilise within 48 
hours, and about another 600 nurses 
promised by civil hospitals to augment 
the military nursing services if needed.  

Other than the ‘regular’ members of 
QAIMNS, virtually none of these women 
had any experience of working in 
military hospitals, and apart from the few 
who had served during the Boer War, no 
previous encounters with active service 
conditions. By the time of the Armistice 
there were over 6000 under her 
command.  She was responsible for the 
nursing of hundreds of thousands of 
casualties in the years 1914-18. She 
essentially was involved in building the 
nursing organisation from scratch. An 
indefatigable leader and administrator, 
she visited field units, casualty clearing 
stations, hospital trains, hospital ships 
and stationary and general hospitals.  

The constant shortage of trained nurses, 
continual postings of staff, and 
personnel requirements of individuals 
were handled with tact and skill. She 
was the only head of a department in 
the B.E.F. who remained in her original 
post throughout the war, although she 
was off duty with appendicitis in March-
August 1917. She was appointed G.B.E. 
in 1918, received a Bar to her Royal 
Red Cross and was awarded the 
Florence Nightingale Medal, the Belgian 
Medaille de la Reine Elizabeth, and the 
French Légion d'honneur and Medaille 
des Epidémies.  

When she left France 
on 5 August 1919, 
representatives from 
the French 
government and the 
medical services saw 
her off. She 
personally wrote the 
Nursing Corps war 
diary which is 
considered quite a 
literary master piece 

by scholars. The meticulous records, 
kept since her arrival in France, were 
taken to England with her. 
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Describing the matron-in-chief during 
the war, one general said: 'She's 
perfectly splendid, she's wonderful … 
she's a soldier!… If she was made 
Quartermaster-General, she'd work it, 
she'd run the whole Army, and she'd 
never get flustered, never make a 
mistake. The woman's a genius'. A 
contributor to the Sydney Morning 
Herald in 1914 referred to her as a 
'slight, delicately-organised woman' with 
'an absolutely wonderful gift for 
concentrated work, and a power of 
organisation that has made her 
invaluable in army hospital work'. 

She was matron-in-chief, Territorial 
Army Nursing Service, from 1920 until 
her retirement in 1925. Dame Maud 
McCarthy died at her home at Chelsea, 
London, on 1 April 1949. A pastel 
portrait by Austin Spare is in the Imperial 
War Museum.  

 
 Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military 

Nursing Service Badge  

Select Bibliography  

J. Piggott, Queen Alexandra's Royal Army 
Nursing Corps (Lond, 1975); Sydney 
Morning Herald, 16 Dec 1914; personal 
record of E. M. McCarthy (London Hospital, 
Whitechapel, London); private information. 
More on the resources  
 

Print Publication Details: Perditta M. 
McCarthy, 'McCarthy, Dame Emma Maud 
(1859 - 1949)', Australian Dictionary of 
Biography, Volume 10, Melbourne University 
Press, 1986, pp 218-219.  

______________________________ 

 
Onverwacht Hills Commemoration 
 
A Commemoration Ceremony was held 
at Sherwood Cemetery on February 4th. 
This ceremony commemorates the last 
major battle of the conflict at 
Onverwacht Hills, and was conducted by 
Sherwood Indooroopilly RSL, with the 
support of the 2nd/14th Light Horse 
Regiment (QMI).  
 
The day was a great success but the 
floods still left a cloud over the function. 
The Queensland BWM Banner was 
proudly shown on the day. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Major General “Digger” James [Retd] 

presenting Miss Zoe Bloesch, from the 
Corinda State High School, with her 

medallion for the winning essay relating 
to the Boer War  
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